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ad ſpirits to have reſumed the undertaking, and 


—_ FRY I have 5 reals upon this 
iidtere is little which I now wiſh to add, and 
EE © that I have fince found reaſon to retract. I flatter 
= © myſelf that theſe eſſays contain as fair and as full a 
. diſcuſfon of the ſubject as modern criticiſm can 
If require, and that my remarks upon Alan's charge 
of confuting his 
calummy, and vindicating the character of Ariſto- 
phanes from any colluſion with and Me- 
litus, who did not bring Socrates to trial, till 
Eighteen years at leaſt after this comedy was acted 


„J 8 
I do not 


upon the face of chem. I think it is clear he 
ther think chat any gn Peng arp.., pa erg take 
gps NT EIT . 
Te, 
very natural a l 
forth the weapons of his ridicule againſt he 
nnd academies then exiſting ; and T do not ſcruple 


cular, which is here ſingled out as the 
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had fo far carried their-point as to filence it, and kept 
the theatreſhut during Two years, whilſt it laid under 


Shins Fl ee poſſe ſſion of it, and all 


Athens flocked to the inter Amuſements. of Cra= 


tinus, the New Moons of and the Achar- 


irritahle ſhould retaliate upon their opponents, and 


[OS * 


w b 


declared bet do poi eds abs hy 


ca ee natural, which reſulted from, their 


2, - — corps, I muſt recal ta 


# 


only vented his gall upon the divine Plato and the 
Academy, but alſo attacked the magiſtracy of 
. who reſented the fatire ſo deeply, as to bring 
and by one of the moſt cruel ſen- 
45 him to be ftary 


a 


his mn, OR TEE: 
his name. ; En: 


Plato, a poet of the ſame department, wrote a per- 
comedy againſt Cleophon the 


But Amipſias, a contemporary of Ariſto- 
phanes, wrote a comedy intitled, The Philoſopher's- 
Cloak, and was ſo audacious: as to ſet up Socrates: 
himſelf for the butt of his 


- 


| : #2 
cu 4 4.0 by — 27 naren lass. 
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Nate, had they” never again been ſuffered _ Abe 
were of that opinion, and 
— prevertibair heding amongſt 
them: they did not ſeem to think any good end 
could be derived from their ſyſtem of education; 
could make the worſe appear the better reaſon; and they 
were anxious to preſerve their native ſimple charac- 

ter from contamination : I am inclined to believe 
they were wiſer in their generation than the people 
of Athens: certain it is, that this city was, in point 
of morals, extremely diſſolute at the period when 
ny wn tengo Regt 
with philoſophers, Fs 

„ ee eee eee ee * | 
of The Clouds, and the unanimous decree in his favour, 
above all his competitors, ſeem to beſpeak no very 
partial diſpoſition in his audience towards the objects 


of his ridicule ; whatever might have been the merit 


of his comedy in point of wit, had there been abſo- 
lutely no foundation for his ſatire, but mere rancour 
and malice, the attack would have been too bare, 
faced to be endured; and had Ariſtophanes been ſub. 
orned by Anytus and Melitus, as Alian ſuggeſts, 
is it to be ſuppoſed they would not have ſeized the 
favourable: moment of his triumph to have puſhed' 
their ſuit againſt Socrates ? I think therefore, without: 
1 4 . of the ne 
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wiſe actuated than by the ſpirit of the corps for 
and retaliation, and gs like his brother —_— 
poets, reſolyed upon turning out againſt the philoſo- _ - 
rs, he boldly took his aim at the moſt illuſtrious on 
ion of their order. F — 


/ 5 "<< \ 
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I am now to ſolicit your favourable peruſal of my © = » 
performance, which I doubt not but you will read =_ 
with all candid allowances for the many difficulties, == 


lj ‚aye had to ſurmount, of all which you are ſo peer. 


fect a judge. I flatter myſelf you will find it faithf ui 
to the original, and as cloſe as the languages can be 


made to approach, without violating the h _ "= 
of the metre, or that free air of originality, which 4 


roy ee mou make i it his ener, to 5 1 3 


n ths attentive to your own admi 
which it has been my earneſt Rudy to purſue, - 
eſteem it the moſt flattering preſage of ſucceſs with „ 
the reſt of my e ; 
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is diſcovered in his chamber, 
Peeping in bis bod. Time, before break of day. LAS 
| |  STREPSIADES. . | | : 
2 2 | ro - 
this night 3 i 
* i 2 : 3 
On Un Jon fhall there be no more day? 
ö = F : 
out long time agoz 


© That we mayn't rouſe theſe vermin with a c N > 
| There's my young hopeful too he fleeps it through, 


Have no fleep in them; 
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* The Athenians had granted: them certain exemptions 
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Debts, creditors, and intereſt upon intereſt— 


| ® Twelve pounds to Paſias—Hah ! to Paſias twelve} 24 
Out on it, and for what? A horſe forſooth, „ 


Ere I had paid the purchaſe of this jennet! 


25 


W * 


And AHA bits. which this fine ſpark 


22 Taz CLOUDS or 


Heaps on my back, I li ſn: was 
And what cares he but On up his locks, — 
Ride, drive his horſes, dream of em all night, : 
Whilſt I, poor devil, may go hang for now „„ 
The moon in her laſt quarter wains apace, 1 
And my uſurious ereditors are gaping. 
What hoa! a light! bring me my tablets, boy! 0 
That I may ſet down all, and ſum them up, 


¶( Boy enters with a light and tablets, 
eee eee eee n 


Right noble by the mark Curſe on fuch market | 
Wou'd I had giv'n this eye from out this head, 


5 ihn Ho {46.5 g 
e Pip 1—Keep witin your ng. Lee 


The term for enforcivg payments and taking out — 8 wh 5 
againſt debtors, according to uſage, was in near approach. 

3 The Athenian pound was of the value of one hundred 
drachmas, and each drachm of ſix oboli. The pour d may be 
computed at three un, which 1 woe of the 1 | 
about (. 26. Da. 5 WW 

In the original the . is pointed out to = SF, as of — - 
the hoppa, whence theſe horſes were called loppatiæ, as thoſe 
famped with the /igma were named ſamphore. The bucephali 
had the mark of the ox head, and 2 Alexander's fa- 


$TREPSLADES. : 


'__ "ARISTOPHANES. 
STREPSIADES. 
There "is! that's it! the ban of ll my 
He's s racing in his lleep. * | 
PHIDIPPIDES, © | 
1 heat—a heat! „ 
How many turns t to a heat ? | „ 8 
(STREPSIADES. „ 
„ More than enough z 
You've giv'n me turns in plenty—T am jaded. 
Jo But to my liſ.— What name ſtands next᷑ to Palias? | 
* Amynias— three good pounds ſtill f. for the race 
A chariot mounted on it's wheels compleat. 85 _ 5 


be 1 


"4 


* 


| „„ | PHIDIPPIDES.. 
| Diſmount! u aha rodeo] 1 


— ads 


een, 
- | 4 N 7 1 * 5s 

21 Ania 0 was "ly os a this comedy was added, 
and the poet makes uſe of his name in the way of ridicule, 
ſpelling it however Amymas inſtead of Aminias. At length the 
perſons n I OLE 
ridicule and detraftion. _ p 
— cujviale Here dlluditwhh Wllidaths 

- Light, with a ſeat for the driver, and wheels of a ſtated con- 
ſtruction, for the race. The price annexed an ** 
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The produce of my farm, ? all eſſence ſhe, 
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PHIDIPPIDES. og wakes. J ; 
My father! why ſo reſtleſs ? awhe-has vex d pr. 


STREPSIADES, 
| * The ſheriff yexes me; he breaks my reſt, 
| PHIDIPPIDES, 


7. „ 


a Cu. 


STREPSIADES, 
| Sleep on! 
But take this with you; all theſe debts of mine 


Will double on your head: A plague confound | 


That curſed match- maker, who drew me in 
To wed, forſooth, that precious dam of thine. 


I liv'd at eaſe in the country, coarſely clad, 


Rough, free, and full withal as oil and honey 
And ſtore of ſtock could fill me, till I took, 
Clown as I was, this limb of the * Alcmzon's, 
This vain, extravagant, high-blooded dame : 
Rare bed-fellows and dainty—were we not? 
I, ſmelling of the wine-vat, figs and fleeces, 


Saffron _ 


- The Athenian demarchus, here rendered ſberiſf, had, amdngft 
IE FLINT eee e l 
ditors. X 
e Strephades ſays he married his wife out of che fondly off? 


Megacles, deſcended from Alemzon, and one of the firſt no- 


bility in Athens. 
This is one of many c 
—A— IINS rana0t be nate ta embrace the full ſpirit of 
the 


RE] 


A pamper'd wanton—Idle I'll not call herrn —_ 
Now thread-bare on my 8 3 d. 


This is your work in troth you toil too hard. 


y re enters.) e EE 0 

Maſter, the lamp has drank up all it's oil. 33 E Xs 43 l 
© STREPSIADES8 © 

Aya es denken np; the mae ud yours; "Hoh; ee, ti 

7 E K 

Why? for what fault? + Zoot | 

t „ i | 
. \STREPSIADES. | | a eee, 


(Exit By.) 


4. Wet eee 5 


U 8 


e ee 


Then I and my beloved fell to wrangling. 


contraſted with wut oy ne rib that ſhe 
was *Emmourugupiry, layiſh in the ornaments of her perſon as e 1 
Cxfyra, made ß by all the artifice of the toilette, (or in one | 2 2x 


word Cefrrafied.) There were two ladies of this name, one the 


wife of Alemæon, the other of Pifiſtratus, and as Strepſiades has 
already placed his wife in the family of the former, it ſeems moſt Y 
Iikely that his ridicule points at the elder See ng ws he eee V8; | 
e N | — 


70 


Or it might be Callipides, ſhe card not 
; So twere a horſe, which ſhar'd the name—but 1 


tor, and that ſhe ingeniouſly compounds. The name Phidonides, 


16 Tur CLOUDS! or 
Would ab her colt! Xanthippus or Charippus, 


Stuck for his grand-father Phidonides; 
At laſt when neither could prevail, the matter 


Was compromis'd by calling him Phidippides: 
Then ſhe began to. en babe, 
And taking him by th d—lambkin, ſhe cried, 
When thou art ſome years as thou ſhalt drives 
Megacles- like, thy chariot to the city, __ 
Rob'd in a ſaffron mantle—No, quoth L, £1 
Not ſo, my boy, but thou ſhalt drive thy ar 
When thou art able, from the fields of Phelle, 


— tw. 


2 Clad in a woollen jacket like thy father: 


But he is deaf to all theſe frugal rules, 

And drives me onthe gallop to my ruin; 
Therefore all night I call my thoughts to council, 
And after long debate find one chance left, 

To which if I can lead him all is ſafe, 
If not but ſoft ? *tis time that I ſhould wake him. 


10 In all theſe names of the wife's W ſhe keeps her own 
family in view. Xanthippus and Charippus are proper names; 
the firſt was the father of Pericles : Callias was an Olympic vic- 


which Strepſiades contends for, is a compounded term, that im- 


plies a man addicted io parſimony; the compromiſe therefore for 
Phidippides is ſo contrived as to ſuit both parties. | 


A rocky diſtrict of Attica, which afforded paſturage only ts 


But 


ARISTOPHANES, 

But how to ade him to th tak—Phidippides N | 
Precious Phidippides ! 5 "ls pear ale 466] 3 - 
| PHIDIPPIDER = — wad > 

 STREPSIADES: : 25 . 8K 
8 : PHIDIPPIDES; 73 we — 
| Declare; 9 77. Lov N. 
What wou'd you? | | | 445. 
STREPSfaDts, .. 5 - = "_ 
Dot tow lov me, fra? ſeal | 
PHIDIPPIDES: 


Aye, by equeſtrian Neptune | | 
STREPSIADES. | 
3 Name not him, ü 
Name not that charioteęr; he is my bane, EA Farr OW % 2 
The fource of al my forrow—but, , Eee OY 
If thou doſt love me, prove it by obedience, r,. 3 
2 PHIDIPPIDES, | any HET 4 _— 
\_ STREPSIADES: 2,9 a ESR = 
Quit them at once, and what I ſhall ere 5 
. pP purviyyiDts. e | . 5 
And what is it e 8 . _ = 
$TREPSSADES, FAY. —_— 


2 9 G 1 by 
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EE STREPSIADES.. 
ut wile thou dot? 
HDI rID Es. 
77 BER Fea, by Dionyſus 
"be fort; | STREPSIADES. 


Tis well : get up ! come hither, boy ; look out! 
Yon little wicket and the hut hard by— 


Do'ſt ſee them? 
' PHIDIPPIDES. 
e ht hot Clearly. What of that fame hut ? 
| STREPSIADES. 


Why that's the council-chamber of all wiſdom: 
There the choice ſpirits dwell, who teach the world 
That heav'n's great concave is one mighty oven, 
. And men it's burning embers: theſe are they, 
r Wyo can ſhew pleaders how to twiſt a wilt a cauſe, 
= 80 W but pay them for ** right or wrong, or wrong. 
| PHIDIPPIDES. 


12 The poet 1 character in theſe dls, 
tions, which he puts into the mouth of his young man, making 
him firſt ſwear by eguęſirian Neptune, and when driven from that 
reſorting to Dionyſus, the patron of the feaſt now in actual cele- 
bration, called the Dionyſia: this was alſo the more appoſite, as 
it was now this very comedy was in repreſentation, I have there 
fore accorded to the original term, in preference to ee 
chus, which Brunck and other tranſlators have adoptd. 
u How cunningly the poet ſlides in his ſatire before he betrays 
Kaſh arg tp eg to it! He expoſes the doQrines before 

W 1h peeing theſe philoſopliers, and thoſe doctrines he 


ARISFOBHANES. 


19 
| PHIDIPPIDES. 
| 490 Atd how do you call then ' £454. 49. ae Hl 
SrRePHABES, , 
* Troch 1 bY föt files 
But they are men, who take a world of pain; 
Wondrous good men and able, 
PHIDIPPIDES. 


The mighty cacod#mons of whoſe ſet 


Are n Socrates and Chrrephon. Away! 
S grk#vsrxv2s. 


deſcribes to be A ai ſophiſtry, by which men are 
there cannot well be any rater offence againſt ſociety. | 
4 It is worth a remark;\that to this queſtion of the ſon, the 
s ignorance) by which the poet arifllly tranifets 
the firſt naming of Sccfates und Chærephon from that 5 
S b ee regen ago oe ares 
| 'nounces them to the audietice with all rhe colifempt and obloquy 5 
| peculiar to his character. is one among Hany mitdices  . | 
o the erde, which th ri canner flit 46 WE i. Tr 


ppih — that ths Bf of 7h 

xrelerved, it would have been à moſt we 
je SE A a ns 
— of pi miſcarriage to account in à ſecond” at» 
tempt. I think it highly probable that this of coupling Chizre- 
phon with Soerates was one of his expediciits to'yoid the neck 
MOORE Ws rag Gee 
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3 # 
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STREPSIADES. 


| Huſh, buſh ! be ſtill ; don't vent ſuch fooliſh . 
But if you'll take my counſel, join their college 
And quit your riding ſchool. 
© PHIDIPPIDES, 
Not I, ſo help me 
woo nnn patron ! though you brib'd me 
| With all the racers that Leogarus 
Breeds from his Phaſian ſtud. 


. 


n 


rohes be rul'd, and learn „ 


3 PHIDIPPIDES. | 
4 Ike ES get 5 | What han I learn? 
ods _ 


vo management might ſerve for bringing over his determined fop- 

parters, yet by grounding his attack upon the principles of uni- 
A 6 la hens verbal jc, and claſſing him with an affociate ſo contemptible as 
e. e.. Cherephon, nicknamed the Bat, he takes the likelieft means of in- 

trreſting the audience in general for his comedy. 
Whether the gi are to „„ — 
fants, or as horſes ſo deſcribed, is a diſputed point with the 
grammarians. Leogarus was famous for his breed of horſes ; 
he was alſo a notorious glutton; his character of courſe accords 
to each interpretation. I have inclin'd to the latter, as thinking 
: | e e of the ſpeaker, and as I find the country on 
„„ the — Fs OL Tn, Is: 
4 Cu I , ee eee 


= e a STREPSIADKS: | 


2 


A fexre-crow and x may-game w my comrades | 


. ee ene e ai.) * 


of dramatic ſxill and contrivance ; It developes juſt as much of | 
the fable, as is proper for the audience to be apprized of, and pre- 


 ARISTOPHANES. . 
STREPSIADES. | 
They have 2 choice of logic; his for hae, | ge mw * 


Lhat for injuſtic{*Nearn that latter art, 2 „ 


And all theſe creditors, that now beſet me, N 6 
Shall neyer touch a drachm that 1 owe them.” 75 25 
P. ͤ ( 1 


—ͤꝛ⁊ĩ 


L have no veal for — E t _ 
; EF . n 3 r + EEE F 
FLY  STREPSILADES. C8 2 
8 i... 0 
5 ; * 2 
No, nor 1 Z 25 


For faſting you Frm your fine pamper'd cattle 

At free coſt any longer—Horſe and foot 

Tots comme Ee So be gone. 
_ _  " PHIDIPPIDES, 

Wall. fir, 1 have an uncle rich and noble; 

Megacles will not let me be unhors'd; 


'STREPSIADES | 


TK e e dt 
deteſtation that Socratic mode of arguing by quirk and quibble, 
which is here term'd the unjuſt, and elſewhere the new ſophiſtry. 
As this will be brought into full diſcuſſion in a ſubſequent ſcene, 
I ſhall poſtpone any further remarks for the preſent. - 
| ® The port in this opening ſcene exhibits 2 conſiderable ſhare. „ 


pares them for the introduction of the principal n Mgr 6. | "> 
us Fed manner. The intervention of the ſervant boy, firſt E 
C 3 | with | - -B 


„ 3 
EA., 3 do: 4 _ | STREPSIAL Es alone. | 
| 


=, . ˖ . 
e LL. Try if I cannot leam theſe arts myſelf: > 
3 But being old, fluggith, and dull of Wit, 

How am 1 ſure theſe ſubtleties won't poſe me ? 

14 n 
| h the ſpeakings- of Phidippides in his fleep, are pleaſantly and 

1 Onn *** ingeviouſly thrown in to break the ſolilequies of the old man, 


| fu, 22 n whoſe ſtory, though humorouſly told, would elſe be too long in 

| in, - detail. The part, which the ſon holde in the ſcene, is alſo very ; 
characteriſtic, and his ſallies in his dream (in which the author 29 

| Ay oc V 4&5 ſeems to have Aſehylus i in his eye) have a great deal of point — 


_ and ſtage effect. The ſame may be remarked of the art obſerved 
H in introducing the firſt mention of Socrates and his ſchool, and 
the explanation Strepſiades gives of the purpoſes for which he 
would have his ſon reſort thither. The baſe nature of thoſe pur- 
. poſes and the abhorrence of the young man are cunning pre- 
. - | paratives for the introduction of Socrates, and for biaſſing the 
= ſpectators in favour of the perſonal attack, which the poet is now | 
IJ | _ meditating againſt that eminent philoſopher. The attempt was 

daring, and had once already failed; warned by this miſcarriage 

he now lays his plan with more precaution, and it is not eaſy to 

conceive any better generalſhip than be diſplays upon this ſecond 

attack. If there is any thing i in this ſcene open to critical re- 

prehenſion, I conceive it to be that the ſpeakings of Strepſiades 

are of a higher caſt here than in his ſucceeding dia ogues with So- 

crates, where the poet (for the fake no doubt of contraſting his | 

ruſticity with the fineſſe of the philoſopher) has lowered him te f 

the ſtile and ſentiment of an arrant 1 850 Of this the reader 

will be able to judge as he advances ; ; but J dare fay the humour 
of the dialogue will atone for any ſmall departure from unifor., 
wy v of rr if any ſuch in fact does exiſt, | 


"welt 


13s 


” /49 We never ſpeak of but mad ourſelves. et. «Fan 


What curious thought my luckleſs din * 


| ARISTOPHANES. 23 
Well! I'll attempt it: what avails complaint? 
Why don't I knock and enter ? Hoa within there 
1 Knocks violently at the door; a be calls out _ 
within.) 


DISCIPLE. 


Geben ie 


n fellow art thou at the door ? 
| STREPSIADES. ! 
Strepſiades of ** Cicynna, ſon of Phidon, | 
DISCIPLE, 
Whor'er thou are ore Heaven, thou art « fool _ 


And kicking with ach vengeance you have tans 
The ripe cor e e ee e 
And brought on» miſcarriage | VEL 
* | : 
Oh ] the pity 
Rn ben 
And far a- field am come: I pray you tell me 


* as your brain was hatching, 
- DISCIPLE. | 


Theſe are things 


STREBSHADSBG | 27 D075 255 4 . TS SO 
Speak ball thn tome, for Iam come ; 


A citizen of the tribe of Acamas, 5 


* 


} 


| 1 : 24 Tar e LO U DS or 
= | To be amongſt you, and partake the ſecrety fs 


"Wadi NYT 

I will impart, but ſet it down in thought | 
Amongſt our myſteries—TFhis is the Te + 
: As it was put but now to Chzrephon, k 
= By our great maſter Socrates, to anſwer— 
3 45 How many of his own lengths at one ſpring 

A flea can hop—for we did ſee one vault . 

From *? Chzrephon's black eye-brow to the head 

Of the En. 


9 . 
— . 2656308 —— * 
a 2 K * * * 80 
L 2 8 * * ch: 


barge 2y STREPSIADES. 
: And how did tother 
_ Contrive to meaſure this 2. 


DISCIPLE». 


He dipt the r 
8 159 Which, hard'ning into ſandals as it cool'd, 
5 _ STREPSIADES. 
Imperial 255 85 waat ſubtiſty of thought ! 


= - DISCIPLE, | 
74 ae, | But 1 yet behind; 
| n, What wou'd you ſay to that? 


Bro Cherephon wadFwarthy, and on ie Hd as 
for his ſhrill and querulo rnd. 1 nicknam'd the Bat. Socrates 


STREP SIADES. 


Moſt accurately: Se Fiala. 


©. STREPSIADES, 
„ II pray, impart ĩt. 
| DISCIPLE. 
Tus put to Socrates, if he could ſay, . | . 


When a gnat hum'd, whether EE 90M 
F rom mouth or tail. | 
STREPSIADES. 
Aye z 3 n;, what faid he ? 


DISCIPLE. 


2 He ſaid your gnat doth blow his trumpet mal. 
From a ſonorous cavity within him, 


Which being fil · d with breath, and fore'd along 


The narrow pipe or re dum of his body, 5 


| Poth vent itſelf in a loud hum behind. 
STREPSIADES. 


22 Hah | then T ſeg the podex of your gnat | 


Is trumpet faſhion'd—Oh ! the bleſings on him 
For this diſcovery ; well may he eſcape 8 
The law's ftriQ ſcrutiny, who thas — 
The n of a nat. 
: "DISCIPLE. 
Nor is this all ; 3 
| Hier 8 capa REY was blaſted | 
72 N a curſt cat. 


ee e 


ARISTOPHANES, 3g 


E 2 — 5 


e 5. 


. The drama ri vn the ont of thi ifs, ad 


STREPSIADES. 


WY: N Ar, 


N 


7 
2 N 
5 — 4 wn rac 


© 


24 Tux CLOUDS ar 
| STREPSIADES. 
PS As how, good fir; diſcuſs ? 
DISCIPLE, 


One night as he was gazing at the moon, 
Curious and all intent upon her motions, 
A cat on the houſe ridge was at her needs, 
And ſquirted in his face. 


STREPSIADES. | 
Beſhrew her for i it! 
Let ] muſt laugh no leſs to think a cat 
Shou'd ſo beſpatter Socrates, 


1 psc ILE. 
[75 f lan Jaſt night 
We were bilk'd of our upper. 8 
STREPSIADES. 
Were you ſo? 
What did your Fr Ar ſubſtitute inſtead ? 

_ DISCIPLE. 5 
r 
Upon the board, then with a little brozch, | 
Crook'd for the nonce, pretending to deſcribe 
A circle, neatly filch'd away a cloak. 


| STREPSIADES. 
10 Why talk we then of ** Thales? Open to me, 
Open 

* Tt was a 2 with Ariſtophanes to call a man, who was 

devoted to aſtronomical ſtudies a Thales. We are therefore to 


4 


ARISTOPHANES =p 


Open the ſchool and let me ſee your maſter : 


I am on fire to enter. = unbar ! ſ 
(The School is Acad.) 


on defend te? who are theſe ? 
What kind of cattle have we here i in view? 


' DISCIPLE. 


A;- "x" 
* 


/ig Where is the wonder ? What do they reſemble ?/ 


$TREPSIADES. 


Methioks they're like our Spartan priſoners, 


underſtand that Socrates b OR = 
of his pupils by ſome aſtronomical ſchemes, traced out on the 
table, whilſt he took the. opportunity of purloining a cloak. 
This would have been a very dangerous joke for the poet to have 
riſqued, if ſome ſuch idle tories had not been in circulation ʒ but 


this was the caſe, and other authors are quoted as having made | 


the ſame charge. 
4 Ariſtophanes well knew how impoſſible it was for the friends 
of Socrates to ſtem the laugh of a theatre; he perſectly under- 


ſtood the vſe of that weapon, which in his hands was ſo formida- 
ble, and devotes the whole preceding ſcene to ridicule of that far- 


cical kind, which was ſo well adapted to the falſe taſte of the 


Athenians, to whom even the groſſeſf buffooneries were accep- 
table. Having therefore in his firſt ſcene ſet out by ſtating the 


| iniquitous ſophiſtry of the Socratic ſchool, he next proceeds to ri- 
dicule their frivolous enquiries and experiments, and with this 
view introduces a diſciple, who with much ſolemnity is made to 
betray the ſecrets of his maſter, and to tell ſach tales to the dif- 


| grace of his philoſophy, and even of his honeſty, as are calculat 
with the aid of the old man's comments, to raiſe a laugh 


Socrates, juſt in the moment, when he is prepared to open the 
ſcene of his academy, and exhibit his perſon in the moſt ridicu- 


| TY 


bu attitude his fancy could deviſe 


* 
N * 40 


28 Tur cLovuDs or 


Captur d at Pylos. What are they in ſearch of? 
Why ace Geir eyes fo rivetted © earth? 2 


DISCIPLE. _ 
There their reſearches center. _ 


"STREPSIADES. 
23 Tis for onions 
They are in queſt—Come, lads, give o'er your Yak . 
I'll ſhew you what you want, a noble plat, 
All round and ſound—but ſoft ! what mean thoſe gentry, 
Who dip their beads ſo low? 


DISCIPLE, | 
Marry, becauſe 
Their Audies lead that way: They are now diving 
To the dark realms of Tartarus and Night, | 


b STREPSIADES. | 

Hes, But . are al their eropper mounted bs 2 to 
3 Lat Fr” C DISCIPLE. yy 
1 To practiſe them in ſtar-gazing, and teach chem 
| | 1 F heir proper e ee more: 

1 & Come, fellow-ſtudents, let us hence, or ere 
= | - 3 + Ihe maſter « COMmEeS— 

28 STREPSIADES. 


Nay, prythee let em hay 
And be of council with me in my buſineſs, 


| 23 He had before ſaid they were like the Lacedæmonian 
priſoners, emaciated and half ſtarved, he therefore ſuppoſes om 
V ; 


DISCIPLE, 


ARISTOPHANES, 29 
DISCIPLE. »=# 
Lngatible; they cannot giye the time, 5 Tees 7a V Ex of 
STREPSIADES. 


Now for the love of Heav'n, what have mie. , 
Explain their uſes to me. {obſerving the apparatus, ) 
e 
Is for aſtronomy 
STREPSIADES. 
And this? 
DISCIPLE, 
For geometry. 
STREPSIADES. 
As how? | 
| ' DISCIPLE. 
For meaſuring the earth, 
| STREPSIADES: 
Ro Indeed! 
What by the lot? h 
DISCIPLE. 


| No, faith, Sir, by the lump; 
| Ny the whole globe at once. 


STREPSIADES, _ 


; Well ſaid, in troth. - 
959 Nan dvice and made for gene ut. 


DISCIPLE, 


„ ils CLOUDS 6f 
1 precits. 
Look now, this Hife marks the cite 
Of the whole earth, dye ſee==This ſpot is Abe 
STREPSIADES; | 
Athens £6 t6, ** I ſee no courts are fit 1 
-Therelore 1 can't believe yen. | ing 


DISCIPLE, | 
_ Nay, i in truth X 7 


| This very tract is Attica. 
_ STREPSIADES. 
| And where, 
Where is my own Cicynna? | 
DISCIPLE. | = 5 5 
wy Here it lies: | 
| And this Eubora—Mark ! how far it runs» 


STREPSIADES. | 
Ho far it runs! Yes, Pericles has made it 
Run far enough from us—Where's Lacedzmon? 


| | DISCIPLE» 


| STREPSIADES. : | 
Ah! how much too cloſe— 


Prythee, good friends, take that bad ii6ightour fo ts, 


24 This is the ſame ſort of reproach, which Demoſthenes af- 
terwards made uſe of. Their character in ſhort was frivolous, and 
their caprice unpardonable. This whole ſcene is raillery of a ſe- 
rious ſort, and in this place, where it was ſo much his intereſt to 
Eerp up the laugh, unſuitably applied. 

. viscirre. 


A. 


ARISTOFHANES 
DISCIPLE, | 
That's not fo us to do. 


STREPSIADES. , 
The worſe luck ey 1 


But look I who's this ſuſpended in a 5 baſket? =— 


(Socrates is di 3 5 


EE |  viseIbLe, 
This, this is he. Eg 
„ sTRETSTIA DES. 
What he? 
DI SCIPLE. | 
Why, Socrates, | 
STREPSIADES. . 
Hah! | Socrates Make up to him and roar, 
Bid him come down; roar Juſtily, 


- DISCIPLE. 


Not I: 
Doi it yourſelf; ; P've other things to mind. exit.) 


STREPSFADES, 
Hoa Socrates—What hoa, my little 9 — 


Wet 


# 


25 Tt is clear that the philoſopher does not remain ſuſpended in 
his baſket durmg the- preceding ſcene, becauſe the diſciple warns 
away his fellow ſtudents, left their maſter ſhould diſcover them; 


If the poet had ſpared his politics about Eubcea and Lacedzmon, 
I ſhould conceive his audience might have been in a better hu- 


mour for receiving an incident of ſo ſingular and daring a ſort, as 
the debiit of the philoſopher in a baſket ; but no doubt he Knew 
fn | Z- 


| $7: SOCRATES. 


4 


A 


A 


„ 


1 32 Tus 3 C LOUD 8 oF, 
mr... SOCRATES. i 
Mortal, how now! Thou inſet of a n 
What wou dt chou? Es 
. STREPSIADES. 
11 wou u'd. know what thou art doings 
1 0CAATEE 
225 i tread i in air, contemplating the ſun. 
5 STREPSIADES. Pu Tg 2 the 


| Ab, then I ſee you're baſketed ſo high, | 
That you look down upon the Famer Good hope, . 
POIs pay as woe, | 


/ SOCRATES. | 
| Sublime in air, 
EE Sublime in though Lear my mind with me, 1 
= :- It's cogitations all aſſimilated : 5 
Io the pure atmoſphere, i in which 1 foat; 7 
N Lower me to earth, and my mind's ſubtle powers; 
Seiz d by contagious dulneſs, loſe their ſpirit ; 
5 For the dry earth drinks up the generous ſap, | 
ene. Be re Tho vagetating vigor of philoſophy, 
Touts gre nag . Andie leaves it a mere huſk, 


i 7 | 


. 1 ey, STREPSIADES. 14; 
5 20. | What do you ſay? 
b ter, Ae, Philooghy has ip your vigor? Fie upon it, 


ot 7 
** ige. als To give the philoſopher a mock ſublimity, he clevetis-kiai | 
Tal Ea. at above the heads of his fellow creatures by the vehicle of a baſket, 
D- LEE aud then makes him ſpeak in a flile correſpondent to the loftineſs 
rk ms C . 
41 


F 


7 ' "$0ctaTEs. _ . _ 
And what fine things are they? = 8 
STREPSIADES. 

A new recei 
For ſending off m my cred e — 
By the art logical ; 3 for you ſhall know 


By debts, pawns, pledges, uſuries, executions | 
I am rackt and rent in tatters. - ig 


„„ dock ars. 
5 Why permit it 125 
What frange infatuation ſeiz d your ſenſes ? 


* 


c RETSIAD²ES. 
The horſe conſumption, a devouring plague ; 
But fo you'll enter me 


Aud tutor me like them to bilk my cr tors, 
1 Name your own price, 5 the Gods I ſwear | 


II pay you the laſt drachm. 
SOCRATES. 


81 REPSIADES. 


Ke AI iron coin? 155 


* 


. 
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By what Geh! 
Anſwer that firſt ; for your our Gods are not mine. 


— dou qui 
ek And teach me hole ite things N in quell pf 
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br OREN e OR SOCRATES. 


27 This whole dialogue, between two characters ſo forcibly con- 


— 353 


„ * 
£< 
* 4 


traſted, is conceived in the very beſt ſtile of the author. That 


2 


4 4 
— E 
< - 
— 
I < 
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And taught to know them clearly ? 
STREPSIADES. 
_ Marry am L 
; | and . | 
=—_ OO oor ono as} 
—_ What, if I wing) you to a conference 5s EW. 
1 ; nia bs. „„ 2 
1 8 | Lens ade. 7 . : 
A 9 ER Foe ſit ws; 3 


7 


ü Ws "this eminent ohilofopher was not am orthodox |heatbes, may well 
be believed; that the poet himſelf was not leſs of a free thinker, 
may fairly be inferred from a variety of paſſages in his ſurviving 
. comedies, where the Deities and even Jupiter himſelf are treated 
with ſo little ceremony, or rather with ſuch ſovereign contempt, 
_—_ that we muſt ſuppoſe no danger was attached to the avowal of 
=— ' theſe free opinions, and of courſe no ſerious deſign to entrap the 
= - life of Socrates by this raillery could be in the contemplation of 
3 at the time. It ſeems to be nothing more than a 
„ Ferre introducing his chorus of fanciful beings, in like 
manner with thoſe of his frogs, birds, and waſps, which are all | 
caſt in the ſame whimſical characters with this of The Clouds. It 
is however a very appoſite alluſion of the clown, when he aſks - 
bim if he ſwears, as ee r - 
| 1 | | 


STREPSLADES. 15 


| ARISTOPHA NES. 


2 4 - * STREPSIADES, - 


1 
dh. 


* 8 As * WJ... % 


„„ "3 is done. 


SOCRATES, 
Now _ * chaplet—wear E 
|  STREPSIADES. 
5 | Why this chaplet? 


© ores make br me. another *Athamas, 
And ſacrifige me to a cloud? „„ 


1 SOCRATES. 


2 


26. toe ſift your faculties n 


Bolt em li ike med, grid em 6 light an dull DES: I 


Only be patient. 
F nee 1 
„5 Ml.,irry, you'll go near 


You'll make me very duſt and nothing elſe. 
- SOCRATES, 


| Keep ſilence then, and liflen to. a prayer - 


3 ; Vehich fits tl the gravity of age to hear 
28 Reſcued by Hercules, when onthe yin of being immolated 


to the manes of rue. H. Cc, SA Fe Ze of 
. N. eb e. 


To make your words good ; an” you — 44 al <=" 


Form; = 
a 


: | Tax CLOUDS or 1 
e Air, all-powerful Air, which doſt enfold » 


. This pendant globe, thov vault of flaming gold, © 
2 - Ye facred Clouds, who bid the thunder roll, = 
ele Shine forth, approach, and cheer your ſuppliant's foul | | 


} 
' STREPSIADES: | 


ver 6 Hold, keep em off awhile, till I am xead Yo 


F. 7 "i Ah! luckleſs me, wou'd I had brought =_ =_ * 
* And o eſcap'd a ſoaking. | 


3 | | 1 - SOCRATES. _ 


Come, come 7 1 
” Fly ſwift, ye clouds, and give yourſelves to view! & 
Whether on high Olympus' facred top | 
' Snow-crown'd ye ſit, or in the azure vales 
* your own father Ocean ſporting weave 
Your miſty dance, or dip your golden urns |} | 
In the ſeven mouths of Nile; whether ye dwell | 
On Thracian Mimas, or Mceotis' lake, | - 
Hear me, 10 hear, and thus invok d approach! l 


1 CHORUs'OF CLOUDS. 
Weed curry; 64 te Aſcend, ye watery Clouds, on high, 
| e Shore th of” Daughters of Ocean, climb the ſky, 


&. 2 
5 And oer the mountain's pine-cap't brow | 


©}, "Towering your flcecy mantle throw : Ros 
Thence let us ſcan the wide-ſtretch'd ſcene, __ 
rt Ts ee 


' ARISTOPHANES, 7 


And ſtormy Neptuneꝰs vaſt expanks,”” T 
And graſp all nature at a glance. 55 
Now the dark tempeſt flits away, x 
And lo! the glittering orb of day 5 
an, let us ſnatch the joyous gleam. | 3% 

EB OO, 

Ves, ye Divinities whom I adore, 


n ws nc He a ts 
| Di thou nc har den ft u thunder 0m! 


* 
* — 


2 


 STREPSIADES, 
Ank1 too am e # 
And under ſufferance trump againſt your thunder 
| Nay take it how you may, my frights and fears 
Have pinch'd and cholick d my poor bowels ſo, | 
That I can't chuſe but treat your holy noſtrily 
We an OE facrifiee, 


% 


a | SOCRATES, | 


2 "Fs 
; y by x 4 5 4 i 4 
H 2 : , | 


Theſe groſs ſcurrilities, for low. buffoons 


And mountebanks more fitting, een =} 


Lift to the chorus of their heayenly voices, 


xs nnr... .. eee, 


[ Fas "PR 2.45. 


"2; Afeer Aden ns 


be 1 of this Wann 


"bis ſolemn incantation, the. 
| Clouds give Gyn of their approach by thunder, and, that ceaſing, 
they chant their Jyric ode in the ftile of Archilochus, as they are 
ſuppoſed to be deſcending towards the earth, and as yet out of 


„„ cnonbs 


Taz CLOUDS o : 
«CHORUS OF CLOUDS. 
Ye Clouds, replete with fruitful ſhowers, 
F 150 
# . 2 world's cif oroament and graces 
= _ Here myſtic fanes and rites divine 
And lamps i in ſacred ſplendor ſhine ; 
Here the Gods dwell in marble domes, 
N Feaſted with coſtly hecatombs 
—_— . : | That round their votive ſtatues blaze, | 
1 Whilſt crowded temples ring with praiſe 4 
= And pompous ſacrifices here 
Make holidays throughout the years - 
And when gay ſpring-time comes again, 
Bromius convokes his ſportive train, 


And pipe and ſong and choral dance 
Hail the ſoft hours as they advance. 


MF | - $TREDOLADES . 
=. Nov in the name of Jove I pray thee tell me 


*. 


n. Who are theſe ranting dames, that talk in ſtilts? 
3 | As Of the Amazonian caſt no doubt. a 


' SOCRATES» . 
Not ſo, 
e but clouds erf friendly powers 
To men of ſluggiſh parts; from theſe we draw 
Senſe, apprehenſion, volubility, : 


Wit to confute, and 1 to enſnare. 
# 
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STREPSTADES. 


* ad 


1 © It 
3 En he coy 
Fo 7 22 A 


STREPSIADES, 

ye, therefore t was that my heart leapt within me 
For very ſympathy when firſt I heard. em 
Now I could prattle ſhrewdly of firſt cauſes, 


SOCRATES. 


a whole troop of them thro woods and hollows, 


LF 


STREPSIADES. 
Wbat ails my eyes, 


a glimpſe of them? _ 


SOCRATES. 


D 4 *  STREPMADES. 


11 


e, where? I prythee, ſhew me. 


* 


4 
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; CLOUDS os 


| 'STREPSIADES. 
LOGON -- Neuer truſt me, we 
Uiyee Tee them d. EEG 1 
+2 SOCRATES. FE 
Pac 7 Ao ; 


0 > 


"OR Sand-blind or r worſe, 
STREPSIADES, 


1 Nay, now by fathewJove, © 
Mee er 
For in good faith here's plenty and to ſpare. ti] yu 
b "Tp of Clouds emer.) "8 * 
— — E 
„ And dd thou doubt OO Ns. 


_— POO _— 


4A VVV — - 
Not I, fo help me! only I'd a notion 4 
, 3 gr, That they w were fog, and dew, and duſky vapor. 
6 TVe V, Rom PAY, | 3 


SOCRATES, 
For ſhame : ! why, man, theſe are the e mothers 


2» There is more play in a Weser en 
of the chorus than is generally to be found in d in the dry and ſimple 
conduct of the Greek drama. The magic powers and ſolemn _ 
file of the philoſophy, the coarſe ruſticity and comic credulity of 
Suepfiades, with the chorus firſt heard in the air, then-after a 
long and rantalizing expeRation, brought perſonally on the ſtage 
as 2 troop of damſels, habited no doubt in character, and floating 

cloud. lile in the dance, whilſt the dialogue proceeds explanatory 
on the, part of Socrates, are all contrived with much addreſs, and 
We way _ to * 1 5 


of 


of all 3 „ 3 4 
25 Quacks, med'cine-mongers, bards bombaſlical eee 5 
Chorus ojector , ftar interpreters e 5p hs . 5. s, 4 - 
And water oubionahan—the crafts | onmeHed. 

| „E „ | 
CO PE IP». . 


ARISTO 


V _ $STREPSIADES, 
| „ Now I ſee a 

5 W them along 

4 At ſuch a furious ** dithyrambic rate, | 

2 = Sun-ſhadowing clouds of many colour'd hues, _ 4 

A Air-rending tempeſts, hundred-headed Typhons ; 3 
.. ͤ ͤ —— 
Now gently wafting them adown the ſky, 


Moiſt, airy, bending, burſting into ſhowers z 
For all which fine deſcriptions the poor knaves | 
Dine daintily on ſeraps. | 
” SOCRATES. | 
And proper fare; 
What better do they merit? 


2 The bo = of cloth 
thies has great comic point, it is the reply of ſophiſtry to common 
ſenſe, which had ſtruck upon the truth in a very natural ſolution 
of their properties, ſuppoſing them to be fog and vapor. It's i 
an anſwer ſo contrived as to recoil upon himſelf, = | 
0M This rant is glanced at the dithyrambic writers, and 884. 
das ſays it points particularly at Philoxenus, whoſe compound 
epithets are here retailed in ridicule of his bombaſt WET 
dition. The fatire is fair, but perhaps the old clown is not 
VVV | 
| STREPSIADES, 


Tus CLOUDS or 


RT Ir tee be cls (you mark een ee, 
A OE IT Oe IT Ons 
Clouds , not fuck as; theis. - 
' SOCRATES. 
e ebe elſe are 97 
STREPSIADES. . 


Troth, I can't rightly tell, but T ſhould gueſs 


| _ Something like flakes of wool, not women ſure z 
Ze. And look! thele dames have noſes— 
= duly ed ves 7, ß 
. *Xvoty 5 n. 
Tu put a queſtion to you. ere 3 
'STREPSIADES. „ 
Out with it! 
. let's n, 
: | SOCRATES. 5 5 
This it is in 1 


HFaſt thou ne er ſeen a cloud, which thou cou's'ſt ® fancy 
1 like a centaur, leopard, wolf or bull * | 


© » STREPSIADES. 
CO e Land wh then? 
SOCRATES. © 

N Why & then 


Clouds + canine rau An 5 
For 


| ARI STOPH ANTS. 
For ee ; ſhou'd they ſpy ſome hairy clown 
Rugged and rough and like the unlick't cub 


Of Xenophantes, ſtrait ants 
en at him for vengeance. 


_— r N -ÿ⅛¾l - 3 


sTRETsIADEsSG(JU | 
. | Well done, Clouds? 
But ou'd they ſpy that peculating knave/, 
7 GE Simon that public thief, how wou'd they treat bi? 
.. ©... SOCRATES. 
As v wolves—in character moſt like dann 
| STREPSIADES. 


. thre 1 it is now, when they ſaw C1 IP 
That alas nue they turns d | | 


9 & 
* > + I * h 
> R : A 
1 4 
x by, = 0 "MI __ \ » ' P | — N — v we * 
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| * | ö . L 4 » ; ? * Sy N # — KN 0 N % 8 2 as a. " EI. 4 Ne A — 1 


In honor of his men 
SOCRATES. © 
: | And now, 
5 Having ſeen „ Cliſthenes, to mock his lewdneſs 
They change themſelves to women. | 1 
wi e, be Wd ee STREPSIADES, . li 


33 ee the dithyrambic poet, ef e is 
here aimed at: The original paſſage ſpeciſies an unnatural vice, 
which the clouds very appobiely mark under the een of 
libidinous centaurs. | | | 
hs Simon the ſophiſt is — allo by Evpols for his grea 
2 Cleonymus had eee e eee ina a be; 

ſhield in battle, and betaking himſelf to flight; the poet _— 

the affair as recent, and treats it with proportionable ſeverity. 
5 iy . was a character ſo conemprly efemince an 
vicious 


*, Heaps 


4 rx CLOUDS or 


 STREPSIADES. 
Welcome, ladies! 
| IEF ladies, welcome ! An' it pleaſe 


Perce Tir! „„A. Your Highneſſes ſo far to grace a mortal, 


Ay 


2 


Give me a touch of your celeſtial voices, 


CHORUS, 
Hail, grandſire] who at this late hour of life 
Wou'd'ſt go to ſchool for cunning, and all hail, 
Thou prince pontifical of quirks and quibbles, 


Speak thy full mind, make known thy wants and wiſhes? 


Thee and our worthy 57 Prodicus excepted, 


Not one of all your ſophifts have our ear: 


Him for his wit and learning we eſteem, ; 
Thee for thy proud deportment and-high looks, MR 

In barefoot beggary ſtrutting up and down, 5 
Content to ſuffer mockery for our ſake, 


And carry a grave face whillt others laugh, 


vicious withal, that the impurity of his manners became prover- 


| ial. We find him in a fragment of Cratinus, and in other paſ. 
fazes of our author, In this place he is peculiarly well brought 


in, and helps Socrates to a very ingenious ſolution of the queſtion 
put to him ee e ee be,, e 


mor phoſed i into women. 


5. A famous ſophilt, native of Ceos, avd = diſciple ef reel 


eas, founder of the title, whoſe writings were condemned to the 
flames by decree of the Athenians : The fate of Prodicus was 
more ſevere, inaſmuch as he was put to death by poiſon, as a 


teacher of doctrines which corrupted the youth of Athens. There 
| n ee in thus Pry him with Socrates. 


ö STREPSIADES, 


2 


1 


370 Come on now When did you e er ſee it rain 
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80 reverend, ſo portentous, ſo divine? 


T flout 2t, oſs 


. but the levity it is introduced with, and the ridiculous comments We He on . 


ARISTOPHANES 45 
S TREPSIADES. 
Oh! RRR 1 ? ba” - 


SOCRATES, © 
Theſe are TY n all rel 


| STREPSIADES. TY " TE 
fs Hold! "COST n | 
Is he no god? 2 


| SOCRATES, + | 
uv What Jupiter? what God? 1 
Prythee no more—away with him at once. * ro — 5 
El: STREPSIADES, „ ger "A 
Say ſt thou? — | 


_ _ $0CRAT 
' Theſe 1 rain; as 


eee ee 4 


Without a cloud ? ? If Jupiter gives rain, FA Han 


39 Let him rain n rain down his fayors in the ſun-ſhine, 2 .., 1 
Nor aſk the clouds to help him. : 


8 
4 2 


— 2. 45 'amodyport 
STREPSIADES. | 


4 
| Y q 


26 Here i is « Rrong dees 1 character of Socrates, Zee, 1 


Strepſiades makes upon it, * no e malice in D Iv — Bl 
* ä ph972 —* i 
a 39 The ſcholiaſt i in his note upon this paſſage, gives us an allu- SA. 49 
fon to a * of a certain . who vo, conſulting the we 


N C 
46 Tur CLOUDS or. 
| erke. 
Vou have hit it, 


Tis ſo; Heav'n help me, I did think till now, 
When t'was his god{hip's pleaſure, he made water 
"Into a fieve and gave the earth a ſhower. 

But, hark ye me, who thunders ? tell me that; ; 
For then it is I tremble. 


SOCRATES 
| Theſe, theſe thunder 
. When they are tumbled, 


\ STREPSIADES. 


How ow, blaſphemer, how 155 
 SOCRATE 8. 
When they are charg'd with vapors full to th la 
And bandied to and fro againſt each other, F 
A Then with the ſhock they burſt and crack amain. | 


5 STREPSIADES. 
3 And whois he that Jowls them thus together , 
_ But Jove himſe! f = 


SOCRATES. 
Jove ! tis not Jove that 45 it, 
| * But the =therial vortex. 1 


PS * 8 % 


' STREPSIADBS. 


. 1 was desde to found a city in that very ſpot, where he 
mould be caught in a ſhower whilſt the ſky was clear. Deſpairing 
olf an event ſo unnatural, he had the addreſs to interpret the tears 
of his miſtreſs as the fulfilment of the oracle, and f ra to 


complete his project accordingly. - 
The etherial wortex, ad A, is referable to the 8 


. lopher 


ARISTOPHANES. 
' STREPSIADES. © 
Gr What is he? 
ae n is he not Jove? 
Or is Jove put aſide and Vortex-crown'l ; 
King of Olympus in his ſtate and place? £5 
Banff EIS f 
soc RATES. 8 
ile He wel lend Ran 
Being ſurcharg'd with vapour, ruſh together 
ee è NINE | 
 _ ___STREPSIADES. 
But who believes you? | 


SOCRATES. -_ : 
a You, a I den prove it; 4 
Mark the Panties; wie Gone" N 
Vour belly full of pottage; if you ſhake 
| Ane, 


i d fRETSIA DESG. „ 

Marry, why then it gives a deſperate crack; . 
It bounces like a thunderbolt, the pottage 
Keeps ſuch a coil within n the firit 


3J)*ͤdd which the mad . 
ſhould bear in mind, that all the ſatire beſtowed upon the character 
of Socrates in this comedy is not pointed perſonally, but through 
his vehicle at various ſophiſts and philoſophers, as they fall in the 
poet's way: Socrates was known to direct all his ſtudies to mo- 
_rality, and to reſcue his philoſophy from abſtruſe reſearches, as 


. / . * = 2 
bent] Pappas 


—— U ,, —— # 


= 
*} 
1 


4 Tux CLOUDS r 


Pappax it cries—anon with double force, 


 Papappax !/—when at length Papapappax 
| „ ſounding entrails thund'ring burſts. 


men 
Think Gio if ſo your belly trumpets forth, 
How muſt the vaſty vault of Heaven reſound, 


When the clouds crack with thunder. 


STREPSIADES, 
And tell me of the ier & whoſe » quick flaſh 
Burns us tocinders ; that at leaſt great Jove 
Keeps in reſerve to launch at perjury. 
 __ SOCRATES, 


Dunce, dotard ! was you born before the flood 
To talk of perjury, whilſt Simon breathes, 4 


Theorus and Cleonymus, whilſt they, 


Thrice perjur'd villains, brave the lightning's Broke, 
And gaze the Heav'ns unſcorcht ? Wou'd theſe eſcape? 


Why, man, Jove's random fires ſtrike his own fane, 


Strike Sunium's guiltleſs top, ſtrike the dumb oak, 
Who never yet broke. faith or falſely ſwore. . 


STREPSIADES. | 


It may be ſo, good ſooth ! You talk this * 
But I wou'd fain be taught the natural cauſe 
Of theſe, appearances. 


Lueretius has dilated this ebnen fin paſſage, 
in his ſixth book, v. 386,—7. 41s : | 


socn ATES. 


ARISTOPHAN ES. 3 5 
| | SOCRATES, 5; HOG G a 7 
Mark when the a 
In their Gen 3 chock'd; are pent and . 12 
As twere within a bladder, ſtretching then 
And ſtruggling for expanſion, they burſt forth - 
With crack ſo fierce as ſets the air on hens | 


+1 STREPSIADES. | 
The devil they do „ out: 
So was I ſ:rv'd with a damn'd paunch, I broil'd 
On Jove's day laft, juſt ſuch a ſcuryy trick; 
Becauſe forſooth, not dreaming of your thunder, 
I never thought to give the raſcal vent, ib 
Bounce! goes the bag, and covers me all over... 
With filth and ordure till my eyes Wen fire. 


Tor 45 0 | 4 FE 
The envy of all Athens ſhalt thou be, - 
Happy old man, who from our lips doſt 3 
Into thine ears true wiſdom, fo thou art 
But wiſe to learn, and ſtudious to retain 
What thou haſt learnt, patient to bear the blows . 
And buffets of hard fortune, to perſiſt . _. 
Doing or ſuffering, firmly to abide es 
Hunger and cold, not craving where to dine, . 
To drink, to ſport and trifle time away, 
But holding” that for beth, which belt eee . 


4¹ This ſpeech, which in 106 common ed 7 is given to $0- 
— 07 properly reſtored by Brunck to the chorus. 
213 8 A man 


a 


30 Ti CLOUDS er 


A man who means to carry all things through 

Neatly, expertly, perfect at all points EL 

63 
srRETsIADES. 

Be confident ; I give myſelf for one 

Ofa tough heart, watchful as care can make me, 

A frugal, pinching fellow, that can ſup 

Upon a ſprig of ſavory and to bed 

WWW 


SOCRATES. 
Tis well, 0 you will ratify your faitfi 
In theſe our deities chaos and clouds 
And ſpeech - to theſe and only theſe adhere. 
$TREPSIADES. 
If from this hour henceforth I ever waſte 
A ſingle thought on any other gods, 
Or give them ſacrifice, libation, incenſe, 


Nay, even common courteſy, renounce me. 


* 5 
Speak your wiſh boldly then, ſo ſhall you proſper | 
As you obey and worſhip us, and ſtudy 
The wholeſome art of thriving. : 


STREPSIADES. | 
Gracious nn” 
I aſk no mighty favour, ſimply this— | 
Let me but diſtance every tongue in Greece, 
And run em out of fight a hundred lengths; | 
BN 535 | CHORUS, 


ARISTOPHANES. 30 
| {+ add: 2 
Is chat all? Wert we en gr) e ho. Gina +. a 
We will endow thee with ſuch powers of ſpeech, - 
As henceforth not a demagogue in Athens 
Shall ſpade ſich popular hamngues as thoy hal 
 8TREPSIADES. 
A ig for power ent give me pon 
© enonvws. 


A trifle 
Erna i fn ally anly be bold, 
OY ee Pen W 
a | STREPSIADES. 

With y your help fo I will being undone; 
Stript of my pelf by theſe high blooded cattley 
And a fine dame; the torment of my life,  _ 

No let them work their wicked will upon me; 


They're weicome to my carcaſe ; let *em claw it, 
| Starve it with thirſt and hunger, fry it, freeze it, 


Nay; flay the very ſkin off; tis their own; 
So that I may but fob my creditors, _ | 
Let the world talk; I care not tho” it call me : 
A bold fac'd, loud tongued, over bearing bully z 
A ſhameleſs, vile, prevaricating cheat; 
A tricking, quibbling, double dealing knave; 


| i Here ſome of the old editions make Socrates and the Chorys 
leave the ſtage, and throw the remainder of this ſpeech into ſo- 


e Ex > 4a 1 


, 


# 
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A prating, pettyfogging limb o thi law ; 
AMly old fox, a perjurer, a hang dog, 
A raggamuffin made of ſhreds and patches, 
The ATI a dunghill—Let em rail, 
May my bread be my War if Icare, 
_ CHORUS, | 
This on bach a prom pt and daring i 
Come hither, Sir; do you perceive and feel 
What great and glorious fame you ſhall mages 
By this our * of you? 
- STREPSIADES. 18 
What, I pray you? 
a ' CHORUS, 1285 | 
What bates Kee the exty of mani e 
e our . 
STREPSIADES. 
When ſhall : ſee 


Thoſe halcyon * ? 


43 This torrent of cars, —_ if not * 3 
forms one of the moſt curious paſſages in this very fingular au- 
thor, and is ſuch a ſpecimen of the verſatility and variety of the 
language, as almoſt defies tranſlation. They are anapæſts in the 
original, and have been ignorantly thrown.into ſoliloquy, which 
is properly corrected in Brunck's edition, for which there is not 
only the authority of the beſt MSS, but internal evidence of the 
ſtrongeſt ſort. I have ſtruggled with the difficulty to the beſt of 

my power, and if the learned reader will take the trouble to com- 
pare my effort with the original, I flatter myſelf he will not think 
No x bars bogs unfaithful or unfortunate 1 in the attempt, 


CHORUS. 


ARISTOP HAN ES. 1 
chonxus. 
Then ſhall your His be ere | 
With Binds wal for your coming forth, | 
All eager to conſult you, prefling all 
To catch a word from you, with abſtracts, briefs, 
And caſes ready drawn for your opinion. - 
But come, begin and lecture this old fellow; _ 
h e Ot We OT I HO OO he's made of. 
SOCRATES. | 
Hark'ye, let's hear what principles you hold, 
That theſe being known I a rin fch cn. 
As tally with your tuff, 


2 STREPSIADES. 
Are you about o fring amine how 00 


I SOCRATES. 

Not fo, but ſimply in che way of praftice 
To eee 
STREPSIADES, 

Oh! as for that, 
My e i afins Grin Ione bt; | 
With Sony VI EE #1 
My creditors indeed complain of it, „ 
As mainly en ek + 229d 
- SOCRATES.” n 
Bur let us hear if nature hath ende you 


n 


* 5 


E **  STREPSIADES. 


54 Tur CLOUDS or 
-STREPSIADES. 
None of ſpeaking, 
3 1 85 
SOCRATES. 45 
I this be al, how can you hope ts leatn ? eee e 
srRErsIADES. 5 
Fear me not never break pur head for that. ; 
SOCRATES. 


Well then, be quick, and when I ſpeak of things 
eee, 
— — 

STREPSIADES, 

I underſtand your meaning; 
You'd have me bolt philoſophy by mouthfuls, 
* 


SOCRATES. 
; Oh! brutal, res. 
And barbarous ignorance ! I much ſuſpect, 
Old as thou art, thou muſt be taught with ftripes : 
Tell me now, when thou' rt beaten, what doſt feel 1. 


The blows of him that beats me I do feel; 
But having breath'd awhile I lay my action A | 
And Cite my witneſſes 3 anon more cool, | 


Per 


He glances at the Cynic philoſoph 


4 
* 


OE 
** 


 ARISTOPHANES. 
| I bring my cauſe into the court, and fue 
OOO Ss 


W 
Strip off your cloak ! prepare. 
STREPSIADES. : 
Prepare for what? what crime have I committed? 


SOCRATES. 
Naw: but the rule and ce is with wa, 
That all ſhall enter naked. 


STREPSIADES. 
And why naked? 
141 ³˙ fear me not; 
Tl carry nought away with me. 
| SOCRATES. 
No matter; 
8 Cation yourſelf, and firip, 


45 The humour of this aut erert abs Solaner tute 
characters, conſiſts in the clown's continual miſconſtruction of 
the philoſopher's meaning. The poet, who ſeems to hold all the 
. ſuperſtitious ceremonies of the heathen religion in contempt, E 
makes Socrates inſiſt upon Strepſiades ſtripping himſelf naked be. : 22M 
fore he can be admitted of his ſchool, becauſe ſuch was the prac= 
tice with thoſe, who were initiated into the ſacred myſteries. The 
clown, who does not ſee the drift of this injunction, excuſes him- =_ 
ſelf from obeying it, by ſaying, he does not come like thoſe, who RR. 
are ſent upon the ſearch for ſtolen goods, and who by law were | 1 
obliged to enter all ſuch houſes naked, and ſo to go out of ; 
rc OR PO F 
OO DESnEG, Z 


E4 | STREPSIADES, 


8 Tas CLOUDS . 
© STREPSIA DES. 5 2-5 ment F 

Tel me formy ncouragen 

Ofall your hls will you like me. 


_ SOCRATES, | 
STREPSIADES. 


Ah! ee eee g ” 
For a dead corple—excuſe me, _ 


.- SOCRATES- . 
No more words: 

Pluck up your courage; ; anſwer not, but nn: 8 } 
Haſte and be perfected. 1 | 
| STREPSIADES. 
| * Give memydole / 
Of 1 in hand, and paſs me on; 
Ne'er truſt me if Ido not quake and tremble. 
Ee cry of e eee e 5 (IS; 
And I were ſtepping in. eee, 


SOcRAT ES. 
eee ails 5 you? enter! wy 


. ee as 5 en of the alluſions 
to the ſacred myſteries, is perfectly well verſed in the ceremonials 
of Trophonius's cave, and aſks for the honey cake, which is an 
indiſpenſible oblation to the prophetic dragon under ground. 
The circumſtance of ſtripping naked applies equally to the candi. 


date for admiſſion to * as 8 properly 
. e . 
Why 


manner _ 
X | (Brent Sera and Sree) 


25/0071) ene 
Go, Wed adventurer, proceed! $4755 ee 4s 
May fortune crown the — deed; n 
Tho far advancꝰ d in life's laſt ae, 57 199 T 
Spurning the infirmities of age, | . 57555 
Thou can'ſt to youthful labours mos a 1 
And eee to be wiſe.” vibe Td 


e, 4 are here blauen of our ſeen, 


47 This addreſs, it is \ prekaned! was ſpoken by the Fong on 
the part of the author, and probably by one wearing his mak. 1 
think it is eaſy to underſtand his motives for the introduction of it 
here, whilſt the action of the comedy is ſuſpended, and in this 


ſtage of it's progreſs rather than as a prologue before the opening 


of the play, when the minds of the audience might have been leſs 


favourably diſpoſed to receive it. Depending upon the intereſt, 
which the preceding ſcenes would naturally create, be now ven- 

tures gently to expoſtulate with them upon the hard treatment his 
former comedy of the Clouds had met with, vindicating that per- 


formance, yet artfully charging it's miſcarriage upon a cabal, 
whoſe ignorance and injuſtice they had no ſhare in. This is cu- 
rious, as far as it gives us an inſight into the mind and feelings of 
the poet, where we can at once diſcover 2 high ſenſe and under- 


ftanding of his own merit, and a keen reſentment of the indignity f 
he had ſuffered by what he calls a faction, from which however he 
exculpates his preſent audience, only becauſe he fears to provoke 


them to a ſimilar oppoſition, and finds it neceſſary to ſooth them 
into good humour, fully evincing by the compliments he pays 


them, how doubtfully he * of his own ſituation, and of 


their diſpoſition to e undertaking. 
Give 


ARISTOPHANESs. 57 


Fi T4 


A f, X 47 ge 


N 
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Give me your patience to a few plain words, 
And by my patron Bacchus, whoſe I am, 

I ſwear they ſhall be true ones Gentle e 
So may I proſper in your fair eſteem, = 
As I declare in truth that I was moy'd 

To tender you my former comedy, 

As deeming it the beſt of all my works, 

And you it's judges worthy of that work, T 
Which I had wrought with my beſt care and pains; 
But fools were found to thruſt me from the ſtage, 
And you, whoſe better wiſdom ſhould have ſav'd me 
From that moſt vile cabal, permitted it ; 


For which I needs muſt chide, yet not fo ſharply 


As to break off from ſuch approy'd good friends: 
No, you have been my patrons from all time, 
Ev'n to my firſt born iſſue: when I dropt 

My bantling at your door to hide the ſhame 


_ You charitably took the foundling in, 


And gave it worthy training. Now, behold, 


This fiſter comedy, Electra like, 
Comes on the ſearch ifſhe „ 


Some recognition of her brother loſt, 


Tho' but a relick of his well known hair. 
Seemly and modeſt ſhe appears before you; 
Not like our ſtage buffoons in ſhaggy hide 
To ſet the mob a roaring ; ſhe will vent 


f 


ARISTOPHANES. 


No fooliſh jeſts at # baldneſs, will not dance 
The ſottiſh ! cordax; we have no old man 
Arm'd with a ſtaff to practiſe manual jokes 


On the by-ſtanders ribs, and keep the ring 
For them who dance the chorus: you ſhall ſee 
No * howling furies burſt upon the ſtagge 
Waving their fiery torches ; other weapons 
Than the muſe gives us we ſhall not employ, _ + 
Nor let Ah me, ah me] ſigh in your ears. 
Yet not of this I boaſt, nor that I ſcorn 
To cater for your palates out of ſcraps -. 
At Een of third Jiudybut Gull ea ther i 

And ſtill original, as one, who knows 

When he hs don a good deed wheres flop, 
And haying * 5% yew to the ET. 6 


2 2 
: 4 


43 This c 
dicule Ariftophanes for ſo poor a reaſon as his being bald headed, 
1 not remind the reader that the Elera-like points at ZEC- 
chylus. : „ 
f 49 The cordax was à comic dance of a die and indecent cha- 
| rater, in which the performers counterfeited drunkenneſs. It be- 
came proverbial, and is alluded to by a variety of authors ; Jet 
Meurfius in Orcheftra. 

* Zichylus was mul& in a heavy fine for introducing his 
chorus of furies armed with fiery torches. *_ | 

531 He ſays (glancing at the hypochondriac philoſophers). that 
he will not weary his audience with the mournful repetitions of 
, & Yet with theſe very words Strepſiades s opens the very 
play we are upon. 
53 Cleo's death took place in the year following. 


Not 


" Tre "CLOUDS er | 
Not to inſult his carcaſe, like to thoſe or 
Who having once run down Hyperboluss 
Poor devil ! mouth and mangle without mercy 
Him and his mother too; foremoſt of theſe | 
Was Eupolis, who pilfer'd from my muſe, 
And paſs'd it for his own with a new name, 
Guilty the more for having daſh'd his theft 
With the obſcene device of an old hag  _ 
Dancing the drunken cordax in her cups, 
Like her Phrynichus feign*d tobe devour d 
By the ſea-moniter—Shame upon ſuch ſcenes ö | 
Hermippus next Hyperboliz'd amain, — 
And now the whole pack open in full cr, 
Holding the game in chace, which I had rous'd. 
5? If there be any here, who laugh with-theſe, _ 
Let ſuch not ſmile with me; but if this night | 
Ye crown theſe ſcenes with mefiteg-applauſc, £54 
Poſterity ſhall juſtify your taſte, 


; 3s It is curious, though not bn to obſerve with what acri- 
mony thele contemporary wits purſue each other, and it is not 
unnatural to conclude, that wherever the practice ſhall obtain, as 
at Athens, of reviewing the dramatic productions of the year, and 
adjudging the prize of fame to one above all the reſt, the con- 
ſequences muſt ever be ſuch, or nearly ſuch, as we now contem- 
plate. Thoſe adjudications, we have authority to believe, were in 
many caſes partial, or atleaſt injudicious, and even at beſt they 
could not but be attended with murmurs and remonſtrances, nor 
fail to aggravate the animcſity and enflame the envious ſpirits of 
rival authors, high in their own conceit, * Hr jealous of each 
other's ſucceſs, © - 
SEMICHORUS. 


"127.1 4111; SEMICHORUS:- cnc; 7 
Great Jove, ſupreme of gods, and heav'n's vigh Ling 
Firſt I invoke; 5* next him the trident's lord. 
Whoſe mighty ſtroke ſmites the wild waves ae ; 
And makes the firm earth tremble ; thor, from whom! 
We draw our being, all inſpiring Air, 
Parent of nature; and thee, radiant Sun, ! 
Thron'd in thy flaming chariot, I invokke, 
Dear to the b by the world ador d. 


|  , - - CHORUS OF CLOUDS. _ 
Moſt grave and ſapient judges, hear the charge, 
Which we ſhall now prefer, of flights ill brook'd c 
By us your wrong'd appellants: for whilſt we, 
The patroneſſes of your ſtate, the Clouds, 
Of all the powers celeſtial ſerve you moſt, 
You graceleſs mortals ſerve us not at all; 
Nor {moke, nor ſacrifice aſcends from you 
But blank ingratitude and cold neglect. 44 
If ſome raſh enterprize you ſet on font, 
Some brainleſs project, ſtrait with rain or chunder, 
Sure warnings, we apprize you of your folly: 
When late you made that offspring of a 2 e 
That Paphlagonian odious to the gods, | 
The general of your armies, mark how fierce _ 


* * 4 
ba. oy * 


u He follows the Homeric order in addreſſing Neptune next to 
Jupiter; and in his attributes ſeems. to Rae, the Tranmere 
e eee 0 
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62 Taz CLOUDS 6 

We ſcowl'd upon you, and indignant roll'd 

Our thunders intermixt with Haſhing | fires; | 13. 
The Moon forſook her courſe, and the vext Sun 


Quench'd his bright torch, diſdaining to behold | 
Cleo your chief, yet chief that Cleo was; 


For it ſhould ſeem a proverb with your people; +7 


That meaſures badly taken beſt ſucceed : 

But if you'll learn of us the ready mode 

yo cancel your paſt errors, and enſure 

Fame and good fortune for the public 1 

Vou have nought elſe to do, 55 but ſtop the ſwallow | 
Of that wide gaping cormorant, that thief i 
Convicted and avow'd, with a neat nooſe 

Drawn fight and fitted to his ſcurvy throat. 


SEMICHORUS. | 
Thou too, Apollo, of thy native iſle, 


Upon the Cinthian mount high thron'd; the king; 5 


Hear and be preſent ! thou, Epheſian goddeſs, 

Whoſe golden ſhrine the Lydian damſels ſerve 
With rich and coftly worſhip ; thou; Minerva; 
Arm'd with the dreadful zgis, virgin queen, 


In this period of the Greek comedy, t 3 the- 
atre had a kind of Saturnalian privilege for perſonalities of the 
coarſeſt fort. It does not appear that Cleo's public character de- 


ſerved theſe invectives, though his private one was far from ami- 


able. The account of his public ſervices will be found in Thu- 
eydides, lib. iv. and he died in battle ; but Ariſtophanes bore him 
an inveterate grudge for oppoſing him in the matter of his natu- 


And 


4s 


ARI STOPHA NE 8. 63 


And patroneſs of Athens; thou, who hold'ſt 
Divided empire on Parnaſſus” heights; - 
Lead hither thy gay train of revellers, 
Convivial god, and thus invok'd approach ! 65 

| | CHORUS, 
hin we were hiches'forrlieplcg: in midway 
We croſt upon the Moon, who for a while 
Held us in converſe, and with courteous greeting 
To this aſſembly charg'd us This premis d, 
The tenor of our next inſtruction points 
To anger and complaint for ill returns 
On your part to good offices on her s. 
Firſt, for the loan of her bright ſilver lamp 
So long held out to you, by which you e 
Vour torch and lacquey for this many a night. 
More ſhe could name, if benefits avail'd; 
But you have loſt all reck' ning of your feaſts, 
And turn'd your calendar quite topſey-turvey; 2 
So that the deities, who ſind themſelves 
Bilk'd of their dues, and ſupperleſs for lack 
Of their accuſtom'ld ſacrifices, rail . 
At her, poor Moon, and vent their hungry ſpite, 
As ſhe were inthe fault ; whilſt you, forſooth, 
Maliciouſly ſelect our gala days, 
When feaſting would be welcome, for your ſuits _ 
And criminal inditments ; 5* but when we 4 


55 When the poet, who is here ſpeaking in his own perſon, in- 
dulges himſelf in ſuch a vein of daring ridicule, it would be hard 


64 Tax CLOUDS: oy 


Keep faſt and put on mourning for the loſs 

Of Memnon or Sarpedon, ſons of Heaven, 
Then, then you mock us with the ſavoury odour 
Of ſmoking dainties, which we may not taſte: = 
Therefore it is, that when this year ye ſent 
Your deputy Amphictyon to the diet, 
(Hyperbolus forſooth) in juſt revenge 
We tore away his crown, and drove him back 
To warn you how you ſlight the Moon again. 


SCCRATES, r ber be CHORUS. 
5? O vivifying breath, Wer air, 


2 ſuppoſe tin" he. 4 ſcriouſly employed to fix the ZW of 
impiety upon Socrates, for the purpoſe of bringing him to trial. 
That he was guiltleſs of this cruel intention, ſtronger internal evi- 
dence cannot be adduced than what this Chorus affords 3 and 
there mult be a wondrous want of reverence for the gods amongſt 
the people at large, or an unbounded privil. ge of lampooning them 
on the ſtage, when ſuch paſſages as this could paſs with impunity, 
As for the ſcemingly ſerious invocations of the Semichorus, them 
I regard as mere parodies upon the tragic poets, who carried them 
to exceſs ; and it was only becauſe Socrates was known to. hold 
the licentiouſneſs of the comic poets in contempt, that they were 
provcked to zetort that contempt upon him and his doctrines. 
57 This is one of the paſſages where Ariftophanes is charged 
with having paved the way for Anytus and Melitus in their at- 
tack upon Socrates; but referring to what we have repea:edly of- 
fered upon this ſubjeft, we leave it with the reader. The cir- 
cumſiance of che vermin, which annoy Strepſiades in his pallet, 
is ridicule of no very cleanly ſpecies, yet the affected poverty of 
h bit, which many of the ſophiſts put on, and their loathſome neg- 
| left cf their pe. * merited contempt and reproof. * 


Abbaus. 65 


And thou profoundeſt chaos witneſs for me 5 
If ever wretch was ſeen ſo groſs and dull, Ip 

No image nor impreſſion of a thought; | 

But ere you've told it, it is loft and gone, 

| *Tis time however he ſhould now come forth 

In the broad day—What hoa | Strepſiades— 


Take up your pallet; bring yourſelf and it | = 

Into the light. „ 4 

tete, 1 

Yes, if the bugs would let me. 1 

SOCRATES. & 

Wick, quick I lay; fot down your joad and liſten al. 2 

| STREPSIADES, | | 9 

Lo! here am I. I 

5 „ 3 1 
; Come, tell me what it is 2 1 
That you would learn beſides what I have taught you = 
Is it of meaſure, veriez'or iibdlition? | [| 


' STREPSIADES. 


Of meaſure by all means, for I was fobb'd _. |: 
Of two days dole i hes got e 0 | 
eee, he Eon 
$0CRATES» 4 
„ who talks 
Drei: I aſe which mere you per, ; 
Tetrametre or trimetre. : 3 


- | STREPSIADES, 


= Give me a pinot. 
| Yes, bt thts 00 ane. 


 STREPSIADES. 1 ates 
No anſwer ! ſtake your money, and I'll wager | 
That your tetrametre is half my pint pot. 


| | SOCRATES. | 
Glo to the gations, calpain mich roar pine pot! 
Will nothing ſtick to you? But come, perhaps 
We may try further and fare better with you— 
| Suppoſe I ſpoke to you of modulation; 5 
WMMill you be taught of that „ 
STREPSIADES. . 
Tell me firſt, 

wil I be profited? will I be paid 
339 mel that I was choun'd of ? tell me thas. 


| SOCRATES. 
| You will be profited by being taught 


# Thee was aredif ata; os win oe b des pints 
which the Greeks dealt out daily of meal to their ſlaves. To 
this Strepſiades alludes when he ſays he was defrauded of two 
meaſures, and to this humorous mal-entendi he obſtinately ad- 
heres through the whole ſcene, playing upon the pedantry of the 
. philoſopher by contraſting it with the ruſticity of the clown, 
"= NO TOTO On ger: is ſurely. 

9 


Which verſe is moſt 


To bear your part at table in ſome 


and fit 


To the arm'd chorus in the dance of war, 


| ThedaQyl in his 


The dactyl, quotha ! 


* 


Tae 


STREPSIADES.. 


____- STREPSIADES». 


And which with moſt harmonious cadence guides 


lere, at my fingers end ; 


This is my Y cud hon-ilnman etl 


59 I wiſh to be no wiſer in theſe matters. 


NE SOCRATES. 


14 » 
4 ” * 
© — 


the fine art of cc 


: ; - * 2 2 5 7 * 


— 


all ſuch unprofitable and pedantic trifling. It is not eaſy to con. 
character of a ſophiſt in a more ludicrous light, than is done 


throughout the whole of this very 
2 5 8 | F 2 


STREPSIAD ES. 
. Why then, teach me no other art 


_ 


3 
z 


59 This is an excellent anſwer on the part of common ſenſe to ; WE 1 
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Lot | 


which this lecture leads, ſeverer ridicule could not be employed 


There ane mer matter, as for inſtance | 3 
 STREPSIADES. 


I were a fool elſe—Theſe are maſculine ; | 
OT ON eee e 


SOCRATES. 
There you 're out? : 


Pullet is male and 1 | 
STREPSIADES. 

Tell me how 4 

nnn, © 

Cock and hen . they ſhould be . 

= $TREPSIADES, , 
And fo they ſhould, by the ætherial air! 
You've hit it; for which rare diſcovery, 


SOCRATES. - 
Why there again you ſin againſt the "= 


6 If this ſame art of cozening was little elſe but that of quib- 
bling upon words, the philoſopher is not without reaſon made to 
lecture his pupil upon the genders of nouns x and as the meaneſt 
evaſion language will admit of is that ſpecies of quibbling to 


againk the perſon it affe&s ; whether it was well or ill founded we | 
do not ſay, but, be that as it may, take it as a ſpecimen of comie 
contraſt, and perhaps no two charafters were ever preſented on 
the ſtage more humorouſly or more ingeniouſly oppoſed, = 


To 


LD 
* 


A xISTORANESV. 
To call your bolting tub a 


* 4 * 
* 


+ 5 4 3 


S STREPSIADES. 
How do I make my bolting tub a male ? 


| SOCRATES. - 
Did you not call it cardopus? As well 
You might have call'd Cleonymus a man; 
He and your bolting-tub alike belong : 
To Yother ſex, believe me. 


* 


7 1 © ; 
Shall be a Cardopa and he Cleonymas 
Will that content you | | 


- 


SOCRATES. 


„ + STREPTIADES. | 
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P I 


© $OCRATES, 
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- Tux CLOUDS or 
8TREPSIADES.. EE 


| SOCRATES. 1 
Call yon theſe maſculine, egregious dance? WE: 
STREPSIADES. 
SOCRATES. 
Wy” No; put the cafe, 


You and Amynias meet—how will you greet him? | 


| STREPSIADES. 
— ,. holla! Aminial 
SEN 
There, there! you make a wench of him at once. | 


4 


STREPSIADES. 


« And fit it is for one who ſhuns the field 3 _ 
A coward ought not to be call'd a man; 
Why teach me what is known to all the world? | 


SOCRATES. 
Aye, why 5. We" but come, repoſe yourſelf, | 
STREPSIADES. 88 


E =. {.vY KR. 5 


_ hi ta abi tokio kis Fall ſhare of abu from 
the comic poets of his time; Eupolis, Crates, and on author, in 
— wry Panos 7 | 7 


2 f 


SOCRATES. 
. e is . 5 4 


C 


a 


AISTORHANES. 11 


For meditation's ſake : ie down. 
STREPSIADES. | 4 - 


Net a ths louſy pllsL beech you . 
But if I muſt lie down, let me repoſe WE = 
On the bare earth and meditate, 


| SOCRATES. 
- | 
Ther's nothing but hs bed wllheih ought, 


rn “ 57 27 HA 
an alan a hoſt of bugs, e 
That ſhe no mercy on me. ; 


_ SOCRATES. 
Come, begin, 

Cudgel Wee, 

Now ruminate awhile, and if you ſtart 


A thought that P your 6+ Files Bib 
And turn to ſomething elſe, but not to fleep ; 
Suffer not fleep to cloſe your eyes one moment. 
S STREPSIADES. 5 
Ah! woe is me; ah, woeful, wel- - day! # 
| | SOCRATES. 
What ails you ? why this moaning ? 3 1 
 STREPSIADES. : 
I am loſt; 
Fre ous the mare fer ei ing hes 22 
* 


at” 


8 Tu CLOUDS. or 
A colony of bugs in ambuſcade ; 

Have faln upon me; belly, back and ribs, 
No part is free ; 1 food a communereatth. 


© SOCRATES, 
Take not your ſufferings too much to heart. 


STREPSIADES. | 
How can I chuſe—a wretch made up of wants 
Here am I penniieſs and ſpiritleſs, | 
Without a fkin, Heay*n knows, without a thoe; 
And to complete my miſeries here I lie 
Like a ſtarv'd centinel upon his poſt 


At watch and ward, en Tam hunk to nothing. 


SOCRATES, 
How now ; how fare you? Have you e 
STRETSIAp ES. 
Yew yes, { ſo d hap ng Neptune! 
SOCRATES, | | 

Hah! what is it? 
| STREPSIADES. 
Why I nm thinking eg nee vermin _ 
Will leave one fragment of my carcaſe free. 


- SOCRATES. = 


F 8 


3 


STREPSIADES- 


- Spare yourſelf that prayer z, 
'd already to your beart's content. 1 
| . SOCRATES, 


ARISTO PHANE 8. 13 
„ SOCRATES. | 

| Prythee don't be ſo tender of your ſkin; 

Tuck yourſelf up and buff it like a man: 

| Keep your ſcull under cover, and depend ont 

T will make your brain bring forth ſome precious project 
For farthering your good fortune at the expence 5 

Of little elſe but honeſty and juſtice. TE. 

| S8 STREPSIADES. | 

Ah would to Heav'n ſome friendly ſoul would help me 
To a fine projedt how to cheat the bugs | 

With a * lmbſkin. 


SOCRATES. 


| Whereabouts, I u mm 
Sits the wind now? What ails you? arc you dozing 


= STREPSIADES. 
Not I, by Heaven! 
; SOCRATES. | | 
Can you ſtart nothing yer 
| © STREPSIADES. 
Nothing, ſo help me. = | 
SOCRATES. 
Will your head brood no projet, 


Tho' nua h d Jas 0 I 


' STREPSIADES. Ki 
1 5 What thould it breed? 
Tell me, eee Socrates give me ſome hint. 
SOCRATES; 


Be” 


94 Tu CLOUDS oH 


PIR 
r — 2 — 0 
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nm For PE * 


— 1. 


„ 


f Keep your head warm, and rarify your wits 


SOCRATES. 
Say firſt what tis you wiſh. 


erxxzrsiab zs. 
A A thouſand dimes, 
Ten thouſand times I've fd it o'er and o'er _ 
My creditors, my creditors—"T'is them . 
1 mount fain bill. . 
© SOCRATES. _ 
G0 to! get under cover, 


Till they ſhall ſprout into ſome fine conceit, 
Some ſcheme of happy promiſe: ſift it well, 

Divide, abſtract, compound, and when tis py. 
Out with it boldly, 


'STREPSIADES. | 3 
Miſerable me I 
Would I were out ! ! 5 
SOCRATES. © - 
e Lie ftill, and if you ie 1 


Upon a thought that bafles per ota 


62 This incident of the . 


tions for ſoliciting the inſpiration of ſome ſudden thought, are a 


banter upon the pretended viſions and communications with 
demons of the ſophiſts and philoſophers ; tricks brought by them 


| out of Egypt —— eee e 299% 


„ 


4 & "I og * 
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From that intanglement and try another, 
So ſhall your wits be freſh to art again, * 


STREPSIADES. 
Hah ! 2 f 5 Socrates! 
S8ockArzs. 
What would'ft thou, gaffer ? 
| _ STREPSIADES. 3 
5 have ſprung a thought, - 
A plot upon my creditor 
- SOCRATES, 3 
Diſcuſs - 
\  STREPSIADES, | 
Anſwer me this Suppoſe that I ſhould hire 
A witch, who ſome fair night ſhall raiſe a ſpell, 
Whereby I'll ſnap the moon from out her ſphere _ 
And bag her 
1 SOCRATES, 
What to do! 
STREPSIADES. 
„ Lo bold her faſt, | 
: And never le her run her couſes more; | ; 
n a 1454p bath 
SOCRATES. 


% ru CLOUDS or 


_  STREPSIADES. 
Becauſe the calculations of their ay 
Are made from month to month. 
„ $008ATE... 
A gallant Ws ; 
And yet methinks I could ſuggeſt a hint 
As practicable and no leſs ingenious 
Suppoſe you are arreſted 9 
We'll ſay five talents, hom will you contriye 
| To cancel at a ſtroke both debt and yrit? 
 STREPSIADES, 
Gramercy ! I can't tell you how off hand; 
It needs ſome cogitation. 
SOCRATES, Es 
Were you apt, 
Such cogitations would not be to ſeek ; 
They would be preſent at your fingers ends, 
Buzzing alive, like chafers i in a firing, 
Ready to ſlip and fly, 
| STREPSIADES. 
ue hit the nail 
That does the deed, and ſo you will confeſs, 
$0 CRATES, 
Out with it then! 
$TREPSIADES., 
Good chance but you have noted 
A pretty 


1 


ARISTOPHANES, 757 


A pretty toy, a trinket in the ſhops, 3 
Which being rightly held produceth fire | 2501 20 99 
From things combuſtible— 


Co SOCRATES. 


A A burning gals 


| STREPSLADES, 
Z | $0CRATES. 


STREPSIADES.. 
Put the caſe now your whoreſon bailiff comes, | 
Shews me his writ—], ſtanding thus, d' ye mark me, 
In the ſun's ſtream, meaſuring my diſtance, guide | 
My focus to a point upon his writ, 

And off it goes in fume, 
8 oe SOCRATES. | i 
By the G 


ri is r devis d. 


RR PSIADES- 


Of his ow talents cancell'd at a ſtroke. 


Makes my heart dance for joy. 
0 $0CRATES- 


But now again 
| STREPSIADES. | 


u Tas CLOUDS er 


| .. 
What next? 


SOCRATES. 


. Suppoſe yourſelf at bar, rd 
Into a ſuit, no witneſſes at hand, 


The judge prepar d to paſs decree * you— | 


How will you parry that ? 


' STREPSIADES. » 
As quick as thought— 
5-464  $OCRATES. | 
But how? 
© STREPSIADES. 
Incontinently hang myſell, 
And baulk the e577 3 
5 $0CRATES.. 15 las 
Come, you do but jeſt, 
| STREPSIADES. 
r A man that's dead 
Is out of the laws reach 
SOCRATES. 
' I've done with you= 
Inſtructien- s loft upon you; your vile jeſts 
Put me 255 all patience. 
STREPSIADES. 
Nay, but tell me 
What i wy en fellow, that offends thee ? 
SOCRATES, 


ARISTOPHANES:” % 


| | SOCRATES. 
Your a a nerdy ; | 
Why nee eee rage yoo? 


15 STREPSIADES. 


Say'ſt thou the firſt? the very fuſl-—mhat was it? 
Why, let me ſee 3 "twas eng, PEEL, 85 


SOCRATES. - _ 
Oh thou incorrigible, old doating blockhead, 
Can ”—_—_— too bad for thee! 


_  STREPSIADES.  . 
72 ee 12 

Was ee ee If I can't ale 
My tongue keep pace with you's teach it th quits. 
And quibbles of your ſophiſtry at once, E 3 tus 
I may go hang I am a fool forſooth - | 
Where ſhall turn. Ob gracious Clouds, befriendme,, 
Give norm nents 


63 ED SD er ten Fo for which . mis js pro. 


pared by the reproackes of Socrates, is very artfully introduced. 
It not only gives them a timely intereſt in the ſcene, and breaks the 


drama, on which the cataſtrophe is made to turn, It is alſo per- 


fectly fit, that the thought of ſending the ſon to Socrates in place 


of the father ſhould be ſuggeſted e nase g N 
—BKBõö˙ EE 


3 0 CHORUS, 
= # = - 5 3 ; ' y 
5 « * 
: c a 77 


CHORUS. 
o 
Wen bes bee ib 096 and e 


Depute bim in your ſtead, and ſend bim bite. 


' STREPSIADES. 
My fon is well endow'd with nature's gifts, 
But obſtinately bent againſt inſtruction. 
)) 
And do you ſuffer i it ? 
; STREPSIADES; 
| What can 1 do? 
He's a fine full grown youth, a daſhing fellow; 
And by the mother's fide of noble blood : 
I'll feel my way with him—but if he kicks, 
Befall what may, nothing ſhall hinder me 
But I will kick him headlong out of doors, 
And let him graze ev'n where he will for me- 
Wait only my return; I'll ſoon Ms (Eur) 
CHORUS: 
if Highly favour'd ſhalt thou be, - z 
4 With gifts and graces kept in ſtore 
« For thoſe who our divinities adore, 
And to no other altars bend the knee: 
. And well we know th' obedience ſhewn 
2 By this old clown deriv'd alone 
From leſſons taught by thee 


& Wherefore 6 hy Wnthd grin 
« Thou ſoon ſhalt ſkin this filly cur, 
4 Wiki thee Naſt pur tv We ORE," 
And take his plunder for thy pains : 
For ek ewe eee Mie der 
c e Pre eee 


. $STREPSIADEs, PHIDIPPIDES, | 


| STREPSIADES, 
Out of ny bouſe! I call the Clouds to witneſs 
You ſhall riot ſet a foot within my doors. 
Go to your Lord Megaeles! Get you bes 
A AO TO e e 


„ „„ 


i 


purdieeIDes. | rs 
1 Ab, poor man 
I fee how it is Pty you. You are mad, 
Stark mad, by Japeter 7 1 : COT : 


64 Such of the editions, As nd atranged this combly th into , 
make the ſecond to cb gin this place. The ridiculous lucu- 
brations of Strepſades i in the philoſopher's truckle bed, with his 


ſcheme of the witch and the burning glaſs, which form the humour 


of the foregoing ſcene;. had: doubtleſs ſome temporary points of 
perſonality, which we are now at. a. loſs- to trace, further than. in 
the project for arreſting the moon, where he ſeems to glance at 
Pythagoras. The Clouds, in this comedy, are not merely thoſe 
inſipid, epiſodical perſonages, which only ſeem to interrupt and 
encumber the drama, but take an important part in the buſineſs 
of the ag and 42 in motion the chief incidents of the plot. 


G STREPSIADES. 


83 Tax CLOUDS'or 


_ PHIDIPPIDES, | 


| Such ſolemn truths to ridicule! oo 


STREPSIADES. 
C 
But lift to what ['ll tell you, learn of me, 

And from a child you ſhall become a man— 
But keep the ſecret clſe, do you mark me, d, 
ene — 8 
 PHIDIPPIDES. 
Heyday ! what is coming? | 

STREPSIADES. 

You fore but now by Jupiter— 


PHIDIPPIDES, | 


105 

2 erxzreiAbzs. 15 
Mark now her ls i Bere a Hen l mem N 
T tell you at a word there is no Jupiter. 


PHIDIPPIDES - 


STREPSIADES. 


r =: 7 
| He's0f: I tell it you 5 truth; 3 4 
He's out of place, and Vortex reigns in ſtead. „ 


i _ PHIDIPPIDES, 1 
Vortex indeed | What freak has canght you now? 5 
Ml STREPSTADES. IE „ 
No freak, fg. e i ee ee og | 
- PHIDIPPIDES, | Se | 


Wyse eis „ 
Who but that ® deten den Socrates, | „ 
1 e nm be 0 
3  PHIDIPPIDES® «© ” Fe ; 
Are you ſo far gone in your dotage, fir, 
As ids oh by the p ro far ne 3 
FOE | STREPSLADES, - 
Keep a good tongue 3 
Take heed you | ſlander not ſuch worthy men, 


„ . ls forme e 5 . 
Diagoras of Melos, a profeſt deſpiſer of the heathen deities. ' — 
When this very comedy furniſhes ſo many paſſages in direct 
contempt of thoſe deities, the poet cannot be ſuppos d to affix any 
great degree of criminality to his charge againſt him. The au- 
OL; FOE nenn ET 
1 | 


G % 80 


: oo tft © 


9 5 
i 5 


RR. Tas CLOUDS er 


So wile withal and learned, men ſo pure | 
And cleanly in their morals, that no razor 


Ever prophan'd their beards; their unwaſht hides - 
Ne er dabbled in a bath, nor wafted ſcent 


Of bd'rous ungent as they paſs'd along. 
But you, a prodigal fine ſpark, make waſte 

And havoc of my means, as I were dead  _ 
And out of thought==but come, turn in and learn. 


* " PHIDIPPIDES, 


What can lar or prot rom len teaches? 


S STREPSIADES, 
Thou an lean every thing that tures to nh. 
But firſt and foremoſt thou can'ſt learn to know 
Thyſelf how totally unlearn'd thou art. 
How mere a blockhead and how dull of brain— 
But wait awhile with patience— (Eri. . 
| - PHIDIPPIDES: — J. 
"Wor bans! - 


Fr s 


What courſe purſue with one, whoſe reaſon wanders 
Out of all courſe? Shall I take out the ftatute 


And cite him for a lunatic, or wait 


Till nature and his phrenzy with the help = 


Of the undertaker ſhall provide a cure? 


A ea returns.) 
 STREPSIADES, 


Now we ban fe! Lo! enn 


PHIDIPPIDES, 


= 


= | 


ARISTOPHANES. 


EE r en 
„ arEsIA DES. 
wel, andthis?— 
ö - PHIDIPPIDES. | 
A chicken a. 
$TREPSIADES, Ma 
| Are they th ame hen? Hae os ako 


| Dekeribe them cock and benchick * 


15 I Oe . | 
% Ridiculous! Is this the grand diſcovery . 
You have Juſt borrow'd from theſe 88 


S STREPSIADES. 5 
This, dame e 
And lax of memory I loſe it all 
urs 


PHIDIPPIDES. 
3 Ves, and methinks 
| Dyth fume token you have lf your cloak, 
STREPSIADES. © 
No,Tye not loft it; T have id i out „„ 
|  PHIDIPPIDES. — 
| They name. Beep bw te 
G3  STREPSIADES, 


-© 


5 Ince CLOUDS (os 
© STREPSIADES. | 
V pon the commonwealth—Like © Pericles 
Pm a barefooted patriot No no more; 
Do as thou wilt, ſo thou wilt but conform 
And humour me this once, as in times paſt 
I humour d thee, and in thy playful age 
Brought thee a penny go · cart from the fair, 
Purchas'd with what I had earn d at the aſüze, ; 
The ſee with wy ſubpoena, | ns 
| PHIDIPFIDEs. 
You'll repent, 
My life upor't; you will repent of this. 
*_ STREPSIADES. | 
No matter, ſo you'll humour me What hoa! 
Why Socrates, I fay, come ferth, behold 
Here is my fon; I've brought n tho” in Faith © 
Sorely againſt the grain, 


* 


(Soen arks + enters.) 
| $OCRATES: 


Aye; he's a novice, . 
And knows not where th Pate 25 as = 


I wk you'd hang yourſelf tt in their lead! 15 
He . to the ſums that Pericles had expended in bribing 
is Hagen 22 58 Cleander and Pliſtianax, ; 
1 cos Sabo STREPSLADES, 


ARISTOPHANES. - * 


— impudence! enn 
| _ _ _ - SOCRATES. 

Nek Haw ieee epilogue e 
Drirng nd making motte—Can he be tg 
The loopholes of the law ; whence to eſcape, 
How to evade and when to preſs a ſuit, 

Or tune his lips to that ſoft rhetoric, 

Which teal upon th cn and male to pity 
The e nn. 


sTRErSs1IADESs. 
| Come, never 3 bim 5 


= He-is a lad of jontocemd fans 8. 


Took wondroully to dabbling in the mud, 
Whereof he'd build you up a houſe ſo natural 

As would amaze you, trace you out a ſhip, 

Make you a little cart out of the fole 

Of an old ſhoe mayhap, and from the rhind 

Of a pomegranate cut you out a frog, | 
You'd ſwear it was alive. Now what do you think? 
Hath he not wit enough to comprehend 4 
Each rule both right and wrong ? Or if not both, _.. 
The latter way at leaſt ®—There he'll be pete. 


& The account hets deen by the old wan of is . 
lents is perfectly in charakter, and extremely pleaſant. It alſo 

the audience for the introduction of the allegorical cha- 
En ̃ B 
ſcene. 9 5 | 


G 4 /$0CRATES® | 


| * =" "a : 


„ T CLOUDS _ 


| SOCRATES. / Ez 
'STREPSIADES.. 


FFP 


T look to find him able to contend 


G right nd ren and out them bot. 


gen) 
1 (pic us and * ADICUS enter. 25 $3812 35.4 
22 7" eee, HV 
Oats forth ; turn out, thou daun man, 
Oey ea I T > 
Apicus. 
— A ee 


and before the juſt and unjuſt perſonages enter on the ſtage, the 
Chorus had a preparatory addreſs in the original copy, which is 


no irretrievably loſt. 


„ e eee 


perſonages, contending for the poſſeſſion of their pupil Phidip- 
pides, after the manner of the Choice of Hercules, forms a very cu- 


-  rious paſſage in this celebrated comedy. It is in ſome parts very 
| highly elevated, in others very pointedly ſevere. The object of 


the poet is to bring before his audience the queſtion between 
paſt and preſent education into full and fair diſcutſion, com- 


paring the principles of the ſchools then exiſting with the 
pure and moral diſcipline of former times, and though the ad- 
vocate for ſophiſtry is allowed to triumph over the patron of rea- 


fon in the event of this mock trial, yet the poet has contrived to 


elicit a juſter verdict from the Chorus, than he is willing to credit 


the ſpeRators for; and we muſt acknowledge it is not without 
oo Warne ihe Gann by ropunngtes for heir porch to 


« . * 


— 


| ARISTOPHANES, =: 
' ApIevs, 1 


Before this audience, Lam fre to gung. 
© DIE WV, 
And who ar yo, tht vapor in this Gio 
Abicus. L 
Faſhion itelb—the very itil of the times, 3 
© DIC@VU8, 42 
Aye, of the modern ae eee SIO 
une = 
A Avievs. £2 
| T ſhall bring down your pride, 
pic us. 
| By what moſt witty weapon? 
 ADICUS, | 
Of » molt ape in invention. 1e. . 
Dic us. 
Then I fee ö 


You hare your bun dei f. 


the tage, by filencing e 2 
of the Academies. To his own breaſt therefore, and to the 
breaſts of the Chorus only, he appeals for juſtice, and obtains it 
ee eee oy e 
_—_—_ 


Abicus. 


Are thi] ded wit io <a © 
Dic aus. 
I ſhall gol your market. | 
8  ADICVS. © | : Fs 
| Lay bon, 0 ſooch? | 
F | DICEVS.. 
By ſpeaking ſuch plain . 
As may appeal to juſtice. N 
Abicus. | ; 
: Wbat is e e 
There's no ſuch thing—T traverſe your appeal, 
) ICS. 
How! No ſuch thing as juſtice ? ee 7 
Apicvs. | 
No; where is it? 
pic æus. 
With the immortal gods. 
7 Apicus. 
| 4 If it be there, 
I Plow chanc'd it 3 himſelf eſcap'd 05 
/ 40 or his tu decds to his own father ? 8 
5 Dieu 


b .. A betwed aeterecine 
to the N 490 throughout the whole of theſe ſhort ſpeakings, 
| 1 flatter 


„„ „ 
Pernegg erf, ; 


I ſicken at impiety fo groſs, : ven Troll wt 
My ſtomach kicks an . 
ien. 
Vou are craz dj 
Your we old a gndemany are off the ning. 
You are a avile e baſphemer is buſion, 


Anicus. w 75 
Go 27 you «pee me—but it is mo roſes, 


GT 4 - DICAUS. | i 
4 Ant „ 5 
 Brer word your malice i 
| Were aft v Ma om cimph or my brows, . 


den W ü 4» #4 


A parricide ! 0 


I flat ter myſelf he will credit me for as cloſe an adherence to 
my author, as our reſpective languages will admit of. To the | - 
whole of this curious altercation I have given my beſt attention, = 
as I doubt not but the poet himſelf did when; he conceived jt, = 
A bolder ſally of heathen blaſphemy than this is no where upori 
claſſic record, and though he checks the ſpeaker with a firong 
reproof, yet the riſque of. uttering it on the ſtage at all events, 
and the good reaſons we have to preſume the audience paſſed it 
off with impunity, is at alt = proof that the irieads of Jupites | 
vert not very zealous to PW bis affronts, 
ADICUS, 


You ſhower down gold CES 7 
DICAUs. 


. 
Ha been your cm in ies fi. 


Abicus. 


Ae, br times prfen cover ms with gory 


FF 


4 
8 > 
* 


You we much wo weak: 

„0 os 
. 
PP 
Within your ſchools, conſcious that nothing elſe 
a dengue of yew | 
Pp ADICUS. dons Fo 

; em 

1 | sf ADILMOE--: 

A Le Aud yours; air frame} a 
| > Pay TORO Fre ae the ſtreet 


0 This is not the he N he the 
only comic poet who fatirizes Euripides for his character of 
T * * him with _—_ - 4c ern a 22 too 


Oh! wha rc whom you remind me of | : 
nenn = 

Owe EA = 
And let it nouriſm ſuch a-peſt as my; 
ee ee, 

a 
You'l nx her your pail vin e notions, 
e 1 


N dic us. gc 
. "1 will ine Ka, | 


WWW How the . 
delicacy of an Athenian audience might reſent. that ſpeckacle, is 7D | 
no queſtion of criticiſm at the preſent moment; certain it is, 

that the language of Telephus bas not degraded the ſtage, but : - 
has graces that might have atoned for the indecorum of his | bY 
exterior, if in fact there was any. What the poet adds with re- £2] 

| ſpe to the contents of his beggar's wallet, which in place of | = 
cruſts and fragments of food he furniſhes with what he calls 

Pandeletian ſcraps or ſentences, this is figuratively faid in alluſion 

to his malignity, Pandeletus being notorious to a proverb for 

his malignant and litigious character, and accordingly held up to 
ridicule by the comic poets, particularly by Cratinus in his play 

of The Centaurs: the ſenſe of this pallage, therefore, which in 

Tome copies is greatly corrupted, is, that he was as ſqualid as 

Telephus in his perſon, e as TREE his 

wature. | 


94 TA CLOU DS op 
If he has nr PIPE, the rep 
ADICUs. 
Turn to me, youth ! 
And et im ria eu ; 


vie nus. 

Keep your TY 

And lay your hands ; upon him. your perl. 
CHORUS- | 


ESE;  Sþ <4 


e c 


Come, ws more wrnging—Lt ws hear you both 3 


You of the former time produce your rules 

Of antient diſcipline of modern, you» = 

That fo, both weigh'd, the candidate may judge 

Who offers ng and make choice . you: 
bie us. , 


- "Tis agreed. [#93 


cnon vs. 


But hich of you hall open? >. LEI WR 


a 
| That ſhall he: 
I yield him up that point, and in reply, : 
My words like arrows levelled at a butt 


Shall Fierce him through and eee then if l. 


es, 


It 


ARISTOPHANES: 


If he comes on again with 2 rejoinder, 


Pu en 


That Ra 4 
De,, Holt + 


e hc" 
. And gravy ter thr bing wont 


T « The well rang'd hoard of thought expo, 


gs Ne NE TR 
« All the reſources of the mind © © 
Employment in this cauſe will find, 
n 

« Of argument ſhall win the day: 

« Wiſdom this hour at iſſue ſtands, © 

« And gives hr fas at your hal 

« Your's is a queſtion that divides 

| « And Je oat Shed 


Therefore on you, who with ſuch zeafous pra 5 


« Applaud the diſcipline of former days, 
« On you I call; now's your time to ſhew _ 


< You merit dem n 6!" WAP 


”" DICADS. . 
Thus ſummon'd I prepare myſelf to 2 
Of manners primitive, and that good time 


And modeſty was ſünctioned by the Ws. 
No babbling then was ſuffer d in our ſchools, 


£ <4 
g 2 i 


The | 


: 
£ 
N 
s 
: 
\ 


Fell on them thick as meal, the hardy brood 
Breaſted the ſtorm uncloak d: ne. 


e eee ee th A 

Of cities overthrown, or wide: a . 15 

To ſpread, as cuſtom was, the echoing hy” | 

There let no low buffoon intrude his tricks 
Let no capricious quavering on a note, 
No running of diviſions high and lor _ 7 2 
Break the pure ſtream of harmony, no" Phe 
Practiſing wanton warblings out of place — 
Woe to his back that fo was found offending! 
Hard ſtripes 8 wou d reform his taſteG. 
Expos'd an \ attitude that 3 aa 8 
Irregular deſire; their lips ne'er mov's | 


74 Phrynis of Mitylene, the ſcholar of 4 i 1 
quently alluded to by the comic poets for having introduced 4 
new ſpecies of modulation in muſic, deviating from the ſimplicity 
of the antient harmony. When Callias was archon, Phryni 
. g Puponns,. 


1 


"ARISTOPHANES: > . 2 
e ca La | 
From beer aer. eee wi 
: No mdith, anice, n deck d their — 
| Norioting, na reuelting was there V 
of 9 5 9 25 . . — 
ee ein e hs _ IL LR 
A e 

| | pi 5 
Yet fo were train'd the heroes, that — 
The field of Marathon with hoſtile blood 3 
This diſcipline it was that brac'd their nerves 
And fitted them for conqueſt, "You, ——_— 
At great Minerva's feſtival produce _ 
Your martial dancers, not a5 they were wont, | 
But ſmother'd underneath a tawdry load 
Of cumbrous armour, till I ſweat to fee ow „ 
Dangling their ſhields in fuch unſeemly ſort bo 
As marrs the facred meafure of the dance. 85 4 
Be wiſe, therefore, young man, and turn to m 
Turn to the better guide, ſo ſhall ,”m learn 


he” 


.. pet of gur% mula hep 3 ue 
2 bim in eee Dar yer eee 


WM 


Tnz'CLOUDS or 
| To ſeorn the noi noiſy forum, ſhun the bath, 
And turn with: bluſhes from the ſcene i impure: 
Meek and ſubmiſſive, | 


In purity of manners you ſhall live 

A bright example; vain ſhall be the lures - 

Of the ſtage-wanton floating in the * 
Vain all her arts to ſnare you in her arms, 4 
And ſtrip you of your virtue and good name. 
No petulant reply ſhall you oppoſe _ 

To fatherly commands, nor taunting vent 
Irreverent mockery on his 

Crying 4 Behold Iapetus himſelf ! 5 

Poor thanks for all his fond 


5 Aye, my brave youth, pa follow theſe fine. rules, 
And learn by them to be as mere a. Bein, 0 10 . 
Driveler, and dolt, as any of the ſons: 
Of poor '* Hippocrates; | nar bo: e 83 
Folly and ſoul n, ſhall be 


* 


x 85 : 2 BR = 3» 37 : * FFF £ I I = hs S 


Fo 


Not ſo, but fair and field in youthful boom = 2p 
dete our young athletics you ſhall nine; 


were ſons of Kur- - 


Gromn'd with M | 
Where the tall elm-tree and wide ſtretching | 
Sweet odours wafted in the breath. aria oi Et 


This is the regimen that will inſure 4. X37» 6 | 
A countenance ſerene, expanded cheſt, 3 | 
Heroic ſtature and a temperate tongue; a 


Bet wks Ga moles Willie EWA" 3 
Theſe bleſſings all revers d; a pallid At 55 
Shrunk ſhoulders, cheſt contracted, ſapleſs limbs, | 5 
A tongue that never reſts, and mind debas' d, „„ 
bats perverſely tauft. 
To call good evil, evil good, and bee 
A meer i. Antimachus, the fink of ves. 


18 a 2 ; : ; 
* . 2 5 £ Ez - ; ; ; 


BE". l : Ci 4 * 5 - 1 1 2 * : , o& FF. 
453 * - 2 ” ; ; 7 5 95 N . 2 


us nes CHORUS , © 


regen. 
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_ contrived, and though he makes the worſe reaſoner triumph over 
| the better, and bear away his pupil from him, yet it is a triumph 


% Twit CLOUDS of 


n CHORUS, 

*« Oh lage inftiudtor, — 
eee 
How ſweet this unpolluted ſtream 
4 Of eloquence, how pure the theme 
ng b . fans hem apron nl 
Ki he ent Rn e 5 

«© When virtuous morals were diſplay'd 
_ « And theſe grave inſtitutes obey'd. 
* er PIE gegen *- 
4 Prepare; e e ee e . 
« And recollect, or ere you ſtart, 5 
« You take in hand no eaſy part; 
4 Well hath he ſpoke, and reaſons good = 
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diſcipline, in a very eloquent harangue (though perhaps out of 


place according to the rules of comedy, and ſomewhat of the - 


longeſt) and being conſcious of having given all the argument 
ta the advorate for times paſt, contrives, through the vehicle of 


the Chorus, to point out to the audience how. their conſciences 


ought in moral juſtice to decide. It is in this ſcene only, that 


| his attack upon the ſophiſts is of a grave and ſolemn caſt, in 


every other inſtance he combats them with the weapons of ridi- 
cule, for which the character of Strepſiades is moſt ingeniouſly 


gained by ſuch low and deſpicable quibbles, ſuch palpable and 


_ barefaced ſophiſtry, that the ſucceſs of the event is at once the 
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„ Contempt. as certain as defeat.” | 


Doubt not I'm ready, full up to the 3 
And well nigh choak d with plethory of words, 
Impatient to diſcharge hem. I do kgow 
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The mighty maſters of the modern ſchool 
Term me the lower logic, ſo diſtinguiſh'd 
From the old praQtice of the upper time, 


By him perſonified ; which name of honour 


I gain'd as the projeftor of that method, 


Of law and juftice—An invention worth 


Thouſands to them who practiſe it, whereas 


It nonſuits all opponents.—Let that paſs. 
| Now take a ſample of it in the caſe 


With which I'll bale this old vaunting _ 
With his warm baths, that he forſooth forbids. 
Hark ye, ald man, diſcuſs, if ſo it pleaſe you, 


Your ee ee e 
That intendicts warm bathing. - 
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| Of all the heroes Jupiter has father, © | 

Which is for ſtrength, for courage, and 4 courſe | 

e eee Es 0 
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TI know none 
Superior i in thoſe Slices” to Hercules. 
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And who eder heard -. Herculean baths were cold? | 
Vet Hercules himſelf you own was 1 


Dic us. 


Aye, this is in i the very ſtile of the times; . 5 


Theſe are the dialectics now in faſhion . 1 x” 


With our young ſophiſts, who frequent the baths | 
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By me appiov'd, and not without good cauſe ; 
For how but thus doth antient Neſtor talk? 
Can Homer err ? Were all his wiſe-men fools ? | 
They are my witneſſes, Nov for this tongue, 
This member out of uſe by his decree, ; 
Not ſo by mine,—His ſcholar muſt be ſilent | 


F 
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e Peleus ſo obtain'd his ſword. t.. 
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inence befriended Peleus ſo 1 
As won the goddeſs Thetis to his bed. - FEE 
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Languid and liſtleſs; ſhe was briſk and ſtirring, _ 5 5 
And ſought the ſport elſewhere, _ Now are yo an- 
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Good ſooth you'r re in your dotage. Mark, young fir, „ 
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Ir Peleus having withſtood the ſolicitations of Atalante, wife 
of Acaſtus, was rewarded for his continence, by the gods, with 
a ſword of celeſtial temper, the workmanſhip of Vulcan. 5 
Atalante having accuſed him to her huſband, and ſtimulated 
Acaſtus to revenge a ſuppoſed attempt upon her honour, Peleus 
found himſelf driven to declare war W him, and to this 


Adicus alludes i in his retort upon Dicæus. 
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Now let us b. bow ſtands your ſcore wit nature 


Be wiſer, ſtronger, purer than a god? 


The catamite's correction, -pill'd and ſanded 


What pleaſure you muſt forfeit to „ 
All the delights that wen cat beſtow; 
No am'rous eee ene e 
E . 
No gay convivial revels, where the glas Og 


You're in ſome we'll ſay 
You're caught, cony , cruſht—for what can fave 
= RT oo, 0 
You have no powers of ſpeech—but arm'd by me 
You're up to all occaſions : Noting fear, 
Ev'n give your genius {cope ; laugh, frolick, ſport, | 
And flout it Thethe ; for d the wittol ſpouſe , 
Detect you in the fact, you ſhall ſo poſe him 
In his appeal, that nothing! 
For Jove ſhall t:ke the e from off your 
Being bimſelf a cuckeld- 
And you a poor frail mortal—Why ſhould you | 
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e 8 Numerous birds : 


' Of the fame filthy feather, ſo Heaven help me 1 5 
This man I mark; and this and this fine fop _ 


With his coil'd locks To all theſe I can ſwear. © "7 


| . . F 
N e I ay I am confuted— 
Here, wagtails, catch my cloak—T'll be amongſt you. 
"SOCRATES. „ 
Now, friend, what ſay you ? who ſhall ſchool your ſon ? 


Hercules, and making the ſpectators parties in the criminality 
RY and injuſtice of the deciſion. This ſhort ſpeech has been given 
BESS... in ſome copies to Phidippides, but it properly belongs to Diczus, - 
whoſe action of throwing off his cloak alludes to Socrates's 
cdct?eremony of ſtripping his diſciples before they were initiated 
into his ſchool. 
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they indeed are ſtudious to deſerve it: 

Firſt, on your new-ſown grounds in kindly ſhowers, 

Poſtponing other calls, we will deſcend. RET. 

e bearing branches of your vines ſhall 

or ſcorcht with ſummer heats nor chill'd with rain. 

This to our friends who ſerve us, but to him, i; 

Who dares to light us, let that mortal hear, 

And tremble at the vengeance which awaits him : 

Nor wine nor oil ſhall that man's farm produce; 


- 


1 4 
n n a 
aa bY * a 


. 
= 
* 
7 


n at i ba * ä 
. e eee 10 


r 0 * 1 r 9 R 2228 
CC 3 ; 7 ſe * "55 
f 7 


18 Tax CLOUDS. or 


And threaten'd with a writ to mend the matter + 


For when his dlive trees ſhould yield their 8 


And 2 ripe 2 ac he MO Tn 


| od with his zoof until's, | 


Heay'ns! how we'll drnchbim with a pling den 
Of hail and rain inceſſant; above all, 


Let him beware upon the wedding night 2- 


When he brings home his own or kinſman's 9 ox ö 
Let him look to't! Then we'll come down in torrents, | 


That he ſhall rather take his chance in Egypt, 


Than ſtand the vengeful ſoaking we will give ow, ” 
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Lot here's the ith day gone—the fourth—the third 


| The ſecond too—day of all days to me 


Moft hateful and accurft—the dreadful eve, . 
Ulhering the new moon, that lets in the tie 


Of happy creditors, all ſworn againſt me, 


To rack and ruin me beyond redemption. 


I like a courteous debtor, he would fin 
Oe ig dſo, thus accoſt them— 
5 At a bad time, n bill's oy 


But you'll extend the grace—This you will — 
And totally acquit me. By no means 


All with one voice ery out, they will be paid, 
And I muſt be be-knav'd into the bargain, 
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He apprehends acutely. : | 
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Hence hg ns een, your r cents-per- Lentz „ 
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Arm'd with a two-edg'd tongue that cuts o- both ſides, 


The ſtay, ſupport and pillar of my houſe, 


T he ſcourge of my tormentors, the redeemer - 
Of a moſt wretched father—Call him forth, 
Call him, I Gay, and let my eyes feaſt on him—_. 
What hoa! My ſon, my boy—Your father calls; 
Come forth and ſhew yourſelf. 
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the hands of Socrates, the confidence with which, he now faces 
creditors, of late ſo much dreaded, and the dating contempt he 
avows for Jupiter and the gods, are: given with great comic ſpirit, 


and in the boldeſt rain of fatire, through the whole of this and 
_ the preceding ſcenes. The pretences he ſers up for 
 Jawful demands of his creditors are is ſtrictiy deducible 
lectures he had received from the philoſopher, that every thing 


m the 


either ſaid or done hy father and ſan is by the e, 
contrived to ſpring ſo pointedly and preciſely from the difates of 
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puts herein the mouth of the money lender, 
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| 0 A thing it is that grows from day to day, 2 
And month to month, ſwelling as time rolls on 2 
To a round ſum of mone . 
| ' more—What think you of the ſea? SO 
Is it not fuller no 6 4A * 
| No, by the Gods? not fuller, but as full? - 
That is my judgment of im. 
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Will you not bolt; will you not buckle kindly 5 


For very madneſs? Oho! Are you off? 
A welcome riddance — All the devils drive 
You and _ curſed con hence rg. ee 
„„ ae 
« Mark here how rarely it ſucceeds 
« Mark how this old cajoling elf, 
. ſets a trap to catch himſelf, 3 
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- Ml « Fully belies hea eee er on e- 
| Tos late bell eee n an 10 
« That taught his ſon to cheat by rule 
And train'd the modeſt lips of youth 
<« In the vile art of torturing truth; 
A modern logic much in uſe, 

/ « Invented for the law's abuſe ; 3 
4 A ſubtle knack of ſpying faws 
4 To caſt in doubt the cleareſt cauſe, Bs 
. Whereby, i in honeſty's deſpight, ee 

« The wrong ſide triumphs o'er the right 
« Alas ! ſhort triun wed 
Wbo glories that his ſon's a kna ve 
« 53 Ah fooliſh ire, the time will come 
„ You'l wiſh thay fon of yours wet lab, 114 
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| The ana profit Chis Gin denounces puniſh- 
ment and repentance upon the infamous expedients which this old 


fellow has reſorted to for defrauding his creditors, and the fuc- 


ceeding incident fully verifies the prediction. I am fully perſuaded 
there is no Greek drama no- in our hands, here the Chorus 


takes a part ſo intimately connec ied wich the plot, as in this co- 
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Behoves you ooh d man, rs : 


For ſure he could not be 


Without ſome cauſe; ſomething there * muſt be, 


Some ſtrong poſſeſſion of himſelf within, 
Tbat buoys him. up to this high pitch of darin, 1 
"This bold. aſſumption ; which that We may know, 
Give us diſtinctively the whole detail 
From firſt to laſt whence this contention ſprung, A 
$0 ſhall we hear, and bearing 2 t yOu · 11 


r 8 — #1 will 


- 


pious act of ariking his father, LY vu FTE crime upon 
ciple, is ſurely as bitter an inveRtive agus the ſchools of te 
8 as can be ni e ik ba 


The interpoſition of the Chorus in this hes 4 1s peculiarly 


appoſite, inaſmuch as it draws out the relation of what had paſſed 
between the father and fon, which either of them could elſe have 
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Of this baſe treatment to your patient ears, 1. 414 
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Was not this more than fleſh and blood ſhould bear 
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Careſs'd you, dandled you upon my knee, 


atch'd every motion, humour'd all your wants 2 


Then if you lifp'd a ſyllable I caught it— 
Bryn cried the bantling 


n Hamman it mew'd—and that forſooth was breads. - 


Nay, I perform'd the nurſe's dirtieſt taſk, 


And held you out before me at your a 
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But having pn d me till r poor bowels | 
Could hold no longer, 0:2; e 
1 ene i occaſion as T could. 2 

cHo Us. 
Now every gegeben, bets an alarms 
Anxious to hear his advocate's appeal; 
Which if he can eſtabliſh, the ſame right 
By him aſſerted will on all devolve, 
And beating then will be ſo much in vogue 
That old men's ſkins will be reduc'd to eobweb— 
Now you, that hold up this new paradox, 
Look well how you defend it, for it aſks | 
No trivial reaſons to enforce perſuaſion. 


PHIDIPPIDES. 
| How gratefully the mind receives new lights, 


Emerging from the ſhades of prejudice, - # . 2 oy | 


And caſting old eſtabliſhments aſide ! 5 
Time was but now, when every thought of mine | 
Was center'd in the ſtable; then I had not 
Three words upon my tongue without a tumble; 5 
But now ſince I've been put into the way _ 


Of knowing better things, and the fine art ID þ 12 


Of ſubtile diſputation, I am bold 

To meet this queſtion, and convince my bearers | 

How right it is to puniſh thisold finnet, 1 
STREPSIADES. 

Mount, mount your chariot! Oh, that I could ſee you 
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| © PHIDIPPIDES. 
h mess 
Where it was broken off, if you, my father, 
Wyöben I was but a ſpar d my back ? 
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„„ ernErsiap ks, 
No, for 1 ſtudied all things for your 
7 And therefore I correfted you. 
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If beating be a proof of love you have it 
| a Plenteous in mealure, for by what exemption | 


From driving mie at ſuch a pelting rate, 


Lalfo an [ike ſtudious of your good, Fe 0 25 
And therefore I moſt lovingly correct you; 


F< «7 


3 
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| Is your moſt ſacred czrcaſe.freed from ſtriges 
And mine made ſubject to them ? Am not 1 3 
Free born as you? Say, if the ſon's in em, 5 
iT | ied 6 8 „ 
- B what one n 5 

Of e j! P 
CCC 
VVV Wee ES 

et f none but are to be chaſtis'd? ? 2 


emen ten, 
Which ſays old age is but a ſecond childhood. 
Again, if tears are ſeen to follow blows, 


Ought not old men to expiate faults with tears i 

a e e ee ee E og ae a 

In neut of tha linge? 2 
© STREPSIADES, 
Wuere's the law 

| That warrants tis proceding? r 


 _ PHIDIPPIDES, «© 
7c 5 
Mortal as you and I are? And tho' time 
Has ſanQified his ſtatutes, may not I _ 
Take up the cauſe of youth, as he of age, 
And publiſh a new ordinance for leave 7 8885 
By the right filial to correct our fathers, 5 
| Remittiog and conſigning to oblivion | 7 4 pk : 
Enquire of nature how the brute creation 0 
Kick at their parents, which in nothing differ 
From lordly man, except that they compile 
No 4, _ hold WEE e, e a ſtatute. 
S STREPSIADES, © 
17 you are thus for pecking at your father 
Like a young fighting cock, why don't you ha 
Your dinner from oy e * at 1 ani 
* on a perch? 
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PHIDIPPIDES. 


ARISTOPHANES. 
. ET | The caſes do not all, 
Nor does my alter Socrates prſeribs | 25 
Rules fo abſurd. FM 
EE NT Gn 
| Ceaſe then from beating me 
| He you pre yo, 
| _  PH1IDIPPIDES. EF Ol 
%%% F 
| © STREPSIADES. | 
Rl; hv ga 4 
Wil be your right in time over our on . 
Nee e have one. X 
'PHIDIPPIDES. 
Baut if I have none, 


All wy ad hours are lf and you dis ng ; 
| ' STREPSIADES.. 3 Ry” 
There' s no denying that. How ſay you, firs? „„ 
Methinks there is good matter in his plea; 
And as for us old ſinners, truth to ſay, 3 
If we deſerve a beating we mult bear it. 3 bars 
- __ PHIDIPPIDES, 25 
Hear me theres more to come 
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| . fig Then 1a am „d, 5 x 
For I en bear n no more. 7 
K „ PHIDIPPIDEY. | | 
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Rin bore l be e ll you. 
Will cauſe you to make light of what is paſt, _ 
n 


 STREPSIADES. | 


Let me have it: 5 
— HANSAE 


PHIDIPPIDES. | 
| Then know, 
Heneeforh Iam c . 
As J have beaten r 


ieee, ‚ 
How fay you? How? 
e e ee all you have done. 


| ' PHIDIPPIDES. 
r in petto 
To ſhew the moral uſes of this beating ? 


| STREPSIADES. | 
> Shew e os a hows hang'd yourſelf, 
And with your tutor Socrates beſide you 

Gone to the devil together in a ſtring, _ 
Thoſe moral uſes I will thank you for— 
Oh inauſpicious goddeſſes, O Clouds! _ 
. 


cnon vs. | 


 ARISTOPHANES. 
| Evi events from „ 


And what you ſuffer fows from what you've done. 


STREPSIADESs& 
Why was 1 not fotewarn'd? TIO. 
And pe NE. | 
CHORUS, © 
Tis not for us to warn a wlll inner; 
Till — conſcine wakes, 
b grneeslabts, ih 
1 feel , 
Ves, ye reforming Clones, Pm duly [mp d 
Join hands with me and let us forth. tes 
To wreak our vengeance thoſe baſe dcm 
That e 
Who have cajol'd us both. 
ö PHIDIPPIDES. 1 8 
ö e Grace forbid 
| hou i up on ban r . 


. mri thy he wet 
with, are finely introduced, and i impreſs» very jolt ad 


nen the fable. 
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 STREPSIADES. : 
+, Thereis! there is! 
% __ _ PHIDIPPIDES, 
There is no Jupiter I tell you o5;&=— © 
Vortex has whirl'd him from his throne, 
right of conqueſt in the thu | 
© $STREPSIADES® 


PHIDIPPIDES, 
Laugh at your own dull joke and be a fol! 


STREPSIADES. 
Inſufferable blockhead that I was; 


t ail'd me thus to court this Socrates, 


Evin to the excluſion of the immortal | gods ? 
O Me ye me be not ne. 1 
god, but ſpare me ſtill, 


| And caſt a pitying eye upon my follics, 5 


For I have been intem 
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And dearly rue it O . 
Inſpice me with thy counſel how to act, 

Or by uch apter means as thou my n date. 

I have it ! Well haſt thou inſpir d the thought; 

Hence with the lazy law; thou art not for it. 

And ſend their ſchool in ſums to the Clouds. 

Hoa, Zanthias, hoa ! bring forth without delay © 

Your ladder and your mattock, mount the roof, 

Break up the rafters, whelm the houſe upon them, : 

And bury the whole hive beneath the ruins. 


Haſte! if you love me haſte! Oh, for a n,, 


A blazing torch new lighted, to ſet fire 

To the infernal edifice. warrant me 
Ill ſoon unhouſe the raſcals, that now carry 
Their heads ſo high, and roll them in the duſt. | 


( The School is attached, and the Dijeiples run out) f 


| FIRST DISCIPLE» „„ 
sRETSsIIAD ES. : 

Ik fire is what you want, tis here; Ws 

Torch play your part, and you'll have fire enough. | 


FIRST rr. Te | Ab, 


4 


. What are you doing, fellow? al 
| STREPSIADES, 8 


1 Tus CLOUDS or 
T „ eee, 
| age Eo 
Arguing» kno pine wth your boſs bens. | 
ps SECOND DISCIPLE, . 
Oh horror! pe pda bouſe on fire? 
: | "STREPSIADES © © 
The very man whoſe cla you nab @ neat. 


| SECOND DISCIPLE. 
Undone and ruin'd—! 
: ' STREPSIADES. 
we Heartily I wiſh it— 
: And mean you ſhou'd ſo be if this ſame mattock 


Does not deceive my hopes, and 1 25 
With a whole neck. 


(socRATES Sh * # 
5 Sock Ars. 5 ; 
ü Hoa there ! What | man is . 
You there upon the roof — What are you doing ? 
$TREPSIADES, 
Treading on air—contemplating the ſun— 
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| END OF THE COMED 
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| Daſh, drive, demoliſh them ! 
But their contemptuous treatment of the gods, 
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_ Blaſphemers, why did you inſult the gods? 


| crimes are man 2 
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HAVE now compleated my undertaking, and pre- 
ſent to my readers the comedy of the Clouds entire. 

| tion, I have only to requeſt allowances may be made 
_ for my author, as well as fpr myſelf; ſtill I preſume 
to hope I have caught enough of his ſpirit, ſtile, and 
meaning, to add ſomething to the reputation of theſe 


Eſſays, without taking from that of the author of this 
celebrated drama. Let us for a moment aſſume what 


the poet lays down as the moral of his comedy, viz. 
them both ridiculous and deteſtable, will, I truſt, be 
acknowledged moſt appoſite and moſt excellent: Let 


us ſuſpend for a while our enthuſiaſm for Socrates, ang 


we cannot withhold our praiſe from Ariſtophaness 
It was not the practice of the writers of the old and 
8 perſonal comedy, to be ſtrictly punks in he lng 2 


— 


. jul ad ujult laim (which. 
5 SP ſtrictly adhering to all the beſt rules 
5 eee His plot, ſimple, clear, and ſuſſicientiyx 
intereſting, opens upon the audience ina very maſterly 
* and Biking er Pas up eee n ; 
wake ba ede dee with anus Gia | 


ene ſeveral characters 


which it employs. Of theſe, Strepſiades is the moſt 
prominent; a character ingeniouſlycontrived-to reflec 
: Great eye pr eee 

5 erden an dies is ann reſources, howerer pe 


E 5 
. of Soerates and Chærephon, and that ſchool (how juſtly 
5 pn pet; pre SA rh-+4 * 


5 a their ed, and its great maſter Socrates + a thei, 
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m4 GENERAL NOTE: 


Los — of th ploy. 
| It is rue that the chat es 


him; and Schade, who had boos: 9 | 

ptuous diſavowal of Jupiter and the gods, by 
the arguments of Socrates, makes a ſolemn recantation 
of his errors, charging them upon the philoſopher z _ 
but I” 2 ROE ROE" wn: i "We | 

Whether by ps hues — to und tb m 
He ; rejects the idea, and e 


wreak his vengeance upon the ſchool in a manner 


perfectly ludicrous, and evidently contrived for mere 
his aim, could we ſuppoſe him a party in the cabal: of 
Anytus and Melitus, here would have been an opportu- 
nity for laying the foundation of a legal proceſs, which, on 
| the contrary, he altogether puts aſide, and batters him 
with mere ſtage artillery—trelum-imbelle; fine iu. 
- The fact evidently appears, that as for Jupiter and. 
the popular gods, Ariſtophanes cares as little for them, 
as he ſuppoſes the philoſopher to do. The tragic poets, = 
indeed, treated them with reſpect, ' becauſe it was for 

| comic: authors ſem to bave ſpared the gods as little | 


' GENERAL: nor. 
> they ei and it is not in this comedy alone, 


1 5 but in every other now remaining, that we find Ari- 


ſtophanes treating them with the moſt undiſguiſed and 


daring contempt. To the deities of Socrates, who _ 


form the chorus in this play, he has been infinitely 


more gracious, having aſſigned to them a part highly 


honourable for its morality, and replete with ſentiments 
both intereſting and inſtructive. Had he been a true 
believer, he would never have invented blaſphemies for 
Strepſiades ſo pointedly of his own ſuggeſtion, but 
would either have retailed them from Socrates in his 
very words, or marked them with-the ſtrongeſt abhor- 
_ rence upon their delivery, whereas, on the contrary, he 
ſeems to hug ihe occaſion for aiding _ and 
enjoys the jeſt of his own making. 3 | 
And now, if the Engliſh at 
in the peruſal of this tranſlated comedy, I have gained 
one principal object in the undertaking; but I am bold 
enough to hope the learned reader will be at the trouble 
of comparing it with the original, to which I flatter 
myſelf he will find it as cloſe as the languages can ap- 
| proximate, I believe no tranſlation from the Latin can, 
in the nature of things, be ſo near. Thave only to add, 
that in the progreſs of the work, which has been long 
in hand, I made ſuit to many learned men for the 
aſſiſtance of their remarks, but obtained not one word 
in anſwer from any one of them, but civil apologies 
for n. my requeſt; I therefore ſtand reſponſible 
for 
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